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Scalable fonts in Arabic for PC users : 

Al-Alamiah opens new horizons 

in Arabic DTP 


By Khaldoon Tabaza 
Special lo the Star 

KUWAITI COMPANY Al- 
Alamiah have announced a new 
technology in the Arabic fonts 
industry, which is predicted to 
revolutionize Desk Top Publish¬ 
ing (DTP) using IBM compati¬ 
bles with the Sakhr PC operating 
system. 

The new technology consists 
of digital Arabic fonts for the 
Sakhr PC system which arc scal¬ 
able, that is, the user can ask for 
any font size ranging from 1 to 
255 points. 

With the scalable fonts, the 
computer will only have lo cal¬ 
culate the dimensions of the re¬ 
quired size of the font according 
to stored mathematical equa¬ 
tions, display it on the screen, or 
send it to the printer. In the old 
bit-map technology only certain 
sizes, whose shapes were stored 
in the computer memory were 
available to the user. 

The new technology will be 
available for Sakhr PC users 
when they obtain the new ver¬ 
sion of the famous Sakhr Word 
Processor (SW2), which is sup¬ 
posed to lilt the streets by the 
end of next February. Later in 
the year, users will be able to ap¬ 
ply this new technology in the 
new vorsion of Al-Alamieh 
Sakhr Desk-Top Publishing pro¬ 
gram (SDTP2), which is sup¬ 
posed to be much, more ad¬ 
vanced than the old version, 
according to sources at Al- 
Alamieh^ office. The sources 
added that the new version will 
fulfil the needs of professional 
users of DTP in newspapers and 
magazines as well as office us¬ 
ers. 

In 1989, Al-Alamieh released 
its Sakhr PC operating System 
with a built-in word processor 
and a large collection of tradi¬ 
tional Arabic fonts which includ¬ 
ed Nasekh, Ruqua’, Ijazza, Di- 
Wani, Thuluth and Farisi which 
are said to be fully compliant 


calligraphy such as the over¬ 
hanging and overriding of cer¬ 
tain characters. They also have 
the- ability to perforin the tech¬ 
niques used by calligraphers 
such as Irsai and Taqseer, and 
the use of diacri tics. 

Those who already own the 
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old versions of Sakhr Word Pro¬ 
cessor or Sakhr Desk-Top Pub¬ 
lishing Programs will have lo 
upgrade their versions or obtain 
the pew versions in order to use 
the scalable fonts. 

Since it was first launched in 
the Arabic market in 1984, the 


- Macintosh se- 

A ries from Ap¬ 
ple Computers 
dominated the 
Desk-Top 
publishing 
market be¬ 
cause of its 
powerful Ara¬ 
bic Operating 
System and 
the availability 
of strong DTP 
programs with 
scalable digi¬ 
tal fonts in Ar¬ 
abic. Howev- 
h cr, widi the 

* introduction of 

various scala- 
Jh ble fonts on 

Sakhr PC, and 
if the long- 
U h awaited 

J SDTP2 pro- 

J gram is strong 

enough to 
compete with 
its rivals on the Macintosh, the 
picture of shares in the Arabic 
DTP market is bound lo change. 

The new fonts from Ai- 
Alomich will be available on a 
cartridge to support HP post¬ 
script laser printers, as well the 
good old dot-matrix printers.! 


Six-day training course for Apple 
employees at the Amman Plaza 


ARAB BUSINESS Machines 
(ABM), agents for Apple Com¬ 
puter Inc. m the Middle East (ex¬ 
cept Egypt and Saudi Arabia), 
recently held a training course in 
cooperation with Ideal Systems, 
Apple's distributors In Jordan. It 
included several sessions of 
training for a group of employ¬ 
ees from various Apple distribu¬ 
tors from all over the Middle 
East. 

The week-long training course, 
held in the Amman Plaza hotel, 
included training on three new 
Arabic products for the Macin¬ 
tosh: The Arabic accounting 
package Al-Miihasib Al-Mithalt, 
the word-proCessor Arabic Nisus 
and the Arabized version of the 
data base File Maker Pro. 


Training was held at various 
levels including specialized 
training for sales pcrsonnol and 
personnel of the support and de¬ 
velopment department. It also in¬ 
cluded seminars on how to train 
national users on the new pro¬ 
grams in the various countries of 
the participants. 

Seminars were given by Ideal 
Development, Ideal Systems' de¬ 
partment responsible for the de¬ 
velopment of AI-Muhasib AI- 
MiUiali, and the Egyptian com¬ 
pany MegaMind, responsible for 
the development of the Arabic 
versions of both Nisus and File 
Maker Pro- Thfe seminars were 
attended by'emplayees from Jor¬ 
dan, Lebanon, ' Yemen, Qatar, 
Oman,.UAE and Bahrain. ■ .. 
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1999: More kids or 
more computers? 

YOU'VE PROBABLY heard of many people who have built 
up such a relationship or cmouonul attachment with their com 
puters that they prefer to spend their whole day in from of a 
monitor rather than bothering to talk lo people. Now something 
like that would never happen to us well-balanced computer!* 
ers, would it? Believe it or not, statistics say that by the year 
1999 there'll be more computers in your household than chil¬ 
dren. Come to think of it, this could really cut down qn the cost 
of putting your children through university! 

A statistical study by a marketing corporation in the USA has 
found that an Ameri¬ 
can family will be cx-__ ■ ' 

peeled to own more 1 

world. Today, in Ja- 
pan, almost every 

household has n video-games entertainment computer, a Nin- 
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getry that fills Japanese homes; videos, cameras, CD players- 
you name it they've gol it. 

Such a situation is bound to fuel the computer manufacturing 
wars between these two nations, which mnkes one worry slight¬ 
ly about our own position in the battlefield. Arc wc key 
players, or just sitting ducks waiting to be fired at? The fact is 
that wc, the region as a whole, ore one of the biggest markets, 
they target. Wc arc currently undergoing a rapid computeriza¬ 
tion phase which they arc competing to utilize. In future weeks, 

I promise to provide you with statistics about the home com¬ 
puter user-base in Jordan. - 

As has been previously mentioned in tills column, there are 
around 280 companies working in the computer sector in Jor¬ 
dan. Taking a look at a typical Jordanian home and bearing in 




ing through, you can't really Imagine a situation in w J 1 ^! lC 0 | 2 !' 
puters out-number children. If they did, with the unbehevawe 
percentage of children in our society compared to adults, w 
would be amongst the most computerized nations in the worldly 

But that's not the way it works. The number of computers m . 
a household is only an indication of a family's wealth mv 
than its computer literacy. The truth is that a good c 5 m P, - r J 
one you realty put lo good use. It's great to see our schools, tv* 
leges and universities incorporate computers into teaching an . 
it‘s great to see a student sneak into a school computer laim. 
write a letter to a friend. A computer revolution is lfiggercu 
when people decide to leant about computers and step into a : 
braiy or a computer shop lo do so rather than step into a nou» 
full of computer hardware and trip over a wire. .. . 

A much better way to measure computer literacy is by 109 V 
jng at the degree of innovation and ingenuity in the comp 1 
industry and then comparing it with figures like the 
above. That should tip the balance of the statistics to our. 
considering.how active and large our computer martcet tv 
comparison with the number of computers in a Joroan .. j 
home.! 





Jt pie King was in excc 

Bust .... I'.t 


wishes His Majesty a 


INSIDE 



ourdain! 


Secllon/rangalse du Star 

Special 
R entree 

pp(10et 11) 


A non-conventionailook at 
Jordanian affairs: 

* Case of the missing eggs 

* It's cheaper to call the US 

from the US! 

* Deputies who didn't show up 

* The goverhment: 
Promises..promises 

* Sharif vs. Abbadi 

* Petra Bank case lingers on 
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■ Minister of Industry and 
TYade Dr Abdallah Nsour reiter¬ 
ated that the government is seri¬ 
ous about its intentions to extend 
additional customs and fees ex¬ 
emption to industrialists. The 
purpose of all this, he said, is to 
encourage the industrial sector 
and industrial investments. 

Industrialists welcomed Dr 
Nsour's comments, but reminded 
him that similar promises arc 
made every time the ministry 
has a new minister or a new gov¬ 
ernment comes to power. In the 
end, they said, the opposite hap¬ 
pens: "Tne first thing the govern¬ 
ment thinks of when it looks for 
additional income is to increase 
fees, hike taxes and customs and 
introduce new taxes on the in¬ 
dustrial sector. 11 

■ Local papers are again raisins 
the issue or the "missing eggs 
from the local market One writ- ' 
er reminisced about the good old 
days when housewives aid won¬ 
ders with a couple of eggs, add¬ 
ing them to "foul mudamas" or 
tomato and minced meat casse¬ 
roles dins creating a wholesome 
meal for the entire family. The 
writer reminded "officials" that 
poor people, who no longer can 
afford meat or chicken, depend 
heavily on eggs as a staple food. 

Reasons ter the paucity in 
eggs is said to be the closure of 
many egg and chicken farms in 
Jordan because of the high rise 
in production cost. For example 


one ton of com, which used to 
sell for JD 50 is now selling for 
JD106 while soya fodder, which 
was selling in 1988 for JD 100 
per ton, is now selling for JD 
203 per ton. 

Minister of Agriculture Dr 
Faiez A1 Khasawneh responded 
later by promising citizens that 
the egg crisis wifi end "within 
the coming few weeks." He said 
the advent of Ramadan will de¬ 
crease egg consumption while 
egg production should increase 
by spring. He added that Jordan' 
monthly production of table eggs 
is estimated at 55 million while 
consumption is put at 24 million, 
a surplus of 10 million eggs a 
month, which remain unaccount¬ 
ed for since there is no regula¬ 
tion, according to the minister, 
to allow egg exports from Jor¬ 
dan. 

■ Local columnists have been 
quipping over the fact that a 
number of Lower House depu¬ 
ties were absent from the latest 
sessions without an official ex¬ 
cuse. At one occasion early this 
month the session was post¬ 
poned because the necessary 

S juorum was not attained and the 
ollowing session was delayed 
for hours until deputies were 
summoned from their homes to 
complete the legal quorum. 

. Deputies have also complained 
of the high rate of absenteeism 
in House committees. The depu¬ 
ties who have missed last Sun- 
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prices on overseas 3&I 
50 per cent. Accordingl 
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vantage of the fact ih#TJ 
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Jordan from America «y 
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peace conference is a battle of 
patience, 1 Dr Majali 
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day's House session without an 
excuse are:Abdel Aziz Jabr, Ya- 
coub Qarash, Leith Shbeilat, 
Taher Al Maari, Mansour Mu¬ 
rad, Fawzi Tueimah, Sulieman. 
Arar, Zeib Anis, Ziad Abu Mah- 
fouz, Fouad A1 Khalafat and Fai¬ 
sal AlJazi. 

■ The Petra Bank case is still 
lingering. Sources revealed that 
only JD 92 million have been re¬ 
claimed from the JD 207 million 
of the bank's loans, to companies 
and individuals. Only $1 million 
of the bank's S3 million foreign 
loans have been paid back, while 
the bank, which is under liquida¬ 
tion sold JD 10 million worth of 
its assets-so far. The main office 
building of the former Petra 
Bank on Wadi Saqra St. has now 
been purchased by the Cairo- 
Amman Bank. 

■ Hundreds of engineers held a 
two-hour sit-in in front of the 
Ministry of Public Works on 
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Sunday to protest their work and 
appointment conditions. Minis¬ 
ter of Public Works and Housing 
Mr Sa'd Hayel Surour said there 
was no justification for the sit-in, 
which was called for by the En¬ 
gineers Association since his 
ministry has responded to most 
of the engineers' demands, but 
according to the Association 
over 4,000 public sector engi¬ 
neers are affected. The Associa¬ 
tion has also decided to hold a 


partial strike on Wednesday and received media attention ter 
Thursday. Basically the Associa- ingenuity by such prestos 
tion is calling for a repeal of the publication as the New i 
government's decision number Times. Any comments Iran 

23/1988 regarding allowances TCC? 

and a return to the 1977 techni¬ 
cal allowances system. ■ Lower House Deputy A1 


■ More than 25 vehicles sud¬ 
denly came to a halt, while oth¬ 
ers slowed down completely, 
during last week in the northern 
town of Dclr Abi Said creating a 
minor traffic jam. After checking 
under the hood it was discovered 
that the gasoline In these vehi¬ 
cles, which had all filled from 
the same gas station, had a high 
percentage of water in it. The 
station's gasoline tanks had wa¬ 
ter in them, it was later revealed. 
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Mluoaoll Window* 



temaiional Dikcmm^J ByHind-LaraMango 
municalions Corp. of NeSyS- Special io Tlw Sinr 

vanrage HjaSpOF the Jordanuuulclcga- 
lcss than half as M,d ?S i E “ 1 a Pm- 

Jordan from Am«S }l£ Dr Abdel Al Salam A Ma- 

to call America from Jo^f » d J? ff £SSiw 
added that clients hfalSs which opened m Moscow 
wishing to call Amc£ SIl«sday aim at discussing cc- 
other country in the dpic and social issues con 
would dial a pre-assignedS.casog die region as a whole, 
ber in America, let tteoSfittud participants, who mi lu I- 
ring once, and hang up. ^ tost Arab countries, lsr-w. 

seconds they are * SttEC, Japan, China, CaiukU n 

from America and auuxufiSilfiuon io the United Slates and 
conferenced into a modi tern, expressed their visions jy r Majali 
from which they receive v Mll* future of the Miutiic 
American dial tone, which 9 Ettand regional relations alter 
ents can use to make as cA it achievement of peace, tnc 
calls as they want at almosiX: an day Moscow talks will ad- 
- • - ‘ ■■ “ ! procedural and not sub- 

issues at this stage. Dr 
Usaid that matters of sub- 
2ewill be discussed at a later 
gtt and should be lied to 
refill the bilateral talks. 

Tm, Lebanon, Algeria and 
ton have boycotted the Mos- 
oiks, while the Palestinians 
tad to attend the opening 
lifter the United States and 

_ to objected to the composi- 

Times. Any comments Iran fwdihe Palestinian delegation 
TCC? ; lihdi included dclcgutes from 

• Italian and Palestinians from 

" “ node the Occupied Territories. 

.._ .. m ft Majali said Syria and Lcba- 

n duf not attend the multilot- 
d talks due to the short period 

_ _ _ . .jfch has elapsed between the 

M round of oilatcrals und the 
taWflg of the Moscow imilti- 
s|iwmi jAiinm w%«, - 7 *Wj.InDrMajali , s viewSyr- 
needed to travel to Syni Jiaj Lebanon did not refuse 
kaJea, but fell it was uk> early 
^foresee the progress of the hi • 

3 kali’' 

taming on the Israeli 
Worn, Dr Majali said that lie 
to not f«| that the elections 
^hinder the peace talks in any 
% <Ev cn Yiuhak Shamir's 


other country in the i 
"would dial a pre-assigoedi 
ber in America, let the pi 
ring once, and hang up. ^ 
seconds they are called | 
from America and auiomfc 
conferenced into a second 
from which they recehi 
American dial tone, which 
ents can use to make as q 
calls as they want at almost 
of what it would cost If 
were making the same cal ( 
Jordan." 1 

The company, Mr fj 
claimed, is now competing jj 
local phone companies ami 
the world and hod forced n 
of them to "lower theirw 
priced rates." The company| 
received media attention fa, 
ingenuity by such presi# 
publication as the New t 



■ Lower House Deputy At 
Karim A1 Dughmi has said 
it is unconstitutional to S 
about 200 Jordanian taxi dit 
on die Ramiha-Dira' (Si 
route to travel to Syria bet? 
8 am and 5 pm and to obB 
special permit every time 
needed to travel to Syria- 
drivers surged a sit-in In Ira 
the Ramtha Admlnlflr 
Building on Monday and 
to continuo their protest i 
regulations are repealed. 


_ -i- - , iilg’Even Yiuhak Shamir's 

Dr A1 Sharif sues deputy 

Abbadi for libel , tesfipS3 

M UNIVERSITY OF Jordan English -^fe. h 2 l ? n | l f l f| l . y 

literature professor Dr Nabll Al SharlPls 

suing Lower House deputy Ahmad Owedl I ^—. l ? c *!i! ons “ *** 

Al Anbadl on charges of libel and the 


Al Anbadl on charges of libel and the 
spreading of false information. Dr Al 
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In the peace 
* ^Hwce. The only cncourag- 
MEity »that the Israelis have 
1 * two track basis for 
ral talks so far, he add- 

* to opinion the Israeli side 
W present anything of sub- 
JL lhe Washington 

I j^while the Palestinians 
^lAxurnent about their 


have very strong tics. 

Speaking about die break¬ 
through in imposing the two- 
track approach in the Washing¬ 
ton negotiations, Dr Majali said 
that giving in to the Israeli de¬ 
mand "would have reinforced 
the Zionist claim dial 'Jordan is 
Palestine' and that Jordan has to 
negotiate on behalf of die Pales¬ 
tinians." This claim was refused 
by both the Palestinians and Jor¬ 
danians. 

l)r Majali added that the. "um¬ 
brella’" was provided by Jordan 
for the Palestinians io participate 
in the first round and to give 
them the chance to negotiate 
with Israel. "However, once the 
bil ate mis commenced negotia¬ 
tions between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, could lake place di¬ 
rectly." 

Dr Majali emphasized that the 
joint Jordanian-Pale simian dele¬ 
gations were ap|x>iiiletl by differ¬ 
ent authorities. "They joined to- 
gelliei and did not Mail oil as 
one. delegation as the Israelis 
have suggested." he said, "nicy 
(the two tracks) identilied cer¬ 
tain points lor the agenda with 
priority given to the interpreta¬ 
tion ol United Nation’s Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
338 which are to bo used as a 
references for the whole meet¬ 
ing.” 

Dr Majali reiterated Jordans 
posit itm that the greatest threat 
to peace negotiations arc the Is¬ 
raeli settlements activities in the 
Occupied Territories . "Settle- 
menus should be frozen for the 
duration of the negotiations." he 
said. 

The former minister and presi¬ 
dent of die University or Jordan 
said tiuil Jordan views die Unit¬ 
ed States as a serious broker in 
the Middle East peace talks. In 
the case of deadlocks. Dr Majali 


cd Nations in the peace process, 
Dr Majali described the absence 
of the international organization 
"as a significant participant in 
the peace conference "as puz¬ 
zling". He added that the neutral¬ 
ization of the UN in the peace 
talks had come at a time when a 
"new world order" which consid¬ 
ers the United Nations as an in¬ 
strument for the implementation 
of international law has been de¬ 
clared. 

Still, die head of the Jordanian 
team to the peace talks is opti? 
nristic. Yet he docs not feci that 
a solution is forthcoming soon. 
Dr Majali concluded by saying 
that the peace conference is "a 
baule of patience." ■ 
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Dr Majali said 
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Haikal on the 
state of the Arabs 

AMMAN- (Star) — Egyptian 
thinker, writer and political ana¬ 
lyst Mohammad Hassanin Haik¬ 
al has said that the United States 
is seeking to create an an open 
Arab world and lhaL it has start¬ 
ed its design by destroying Iraq 
and controlling the Gulf and that 
next step will be to subjugate 
Libya before moving on to Syr¬ 
ia. 

In an lengthy interview with 
the Egyptian opposition paper, 
A) Ahali, Haikal warned that the 
United States is using die Securi¬ 
ty Council to pass such designs 
and that the Arabs are left with¬ 
out arms to face Israel in Ma¬ 
drid, Washington and now in 
Moscow. He said that contrary 
to what many Arabs believe, Is¬ 
rael's importance to the United 
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States is increasing and not de¬ 
creasing. He added that today 
and instead of a thread of hope 
uniting Lhe Arabs from the Gulf 
to the (Atlantic) Ocean, there is a 
thread leading to destruction and 
instability. 

He predicted that the United 
States will succeed in imposing 
economic sanctions against Lib¬ 
ya, which will negatively affect 
Egypt both economically and po¬ 
litically. 

Mr Haikal said that lhe crisis 
in the Arab world began with the 
military defeat in the 1967 war. 
which dealt a shock to the pan 
Arab national program. This led 
lo giving Israel and the United 
States the opportunity to force 
their own program of subjugat¬ 
ing the region, the fruits of 
which wc see today in isolating 
the Palestinians, the peace talks, 
the destruction of Iraq, the con¬ 
tainment of Syria and Libya and 
even in Algeria. ■ 
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The new ☆☆☆☆ Aqaba Gulf Hotel just opened its doors 
with 154 rooms + 10 Junior suites with most rooms and 
all suites enjoying a magnificent view of the Red Sea, in 
addition to hotel outdoor facilities such as large fresh¬ 
water swimming pool, floodlit tennis court. Gulf pool 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 


.thoughtfully equipped, competently staffed, ready to serve you 

Cornlcho Street, P.O.Box 1312, tel: (03) 
s\316636, Fax: (03) 318246 Aqaba - Jordan ✓ 
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By YoussePM. Ibrahim jij 

THERE WAS considerable re- _ H 

lief in the salons or the middle 

classes when the Algerian Anny, | ^)|Cll Mil \0 
hiding behind a civilian adminis- 

pjSSSf 1 “ St from 7 t p ^ 1 ^ 26 rail - 

Si T tute of oil and nalurkl gas. the coun- 
Sii«SK nvpr h fl nrt iwS *y b saddled with $25 biUion in 
JZ2Z? m.v *52 foreign debts. Nearly 30 per cent 

taSLto Middle'fiasi’s Vvrd n * e »*■* s 

j ° ini ' 18 ,ra,, 

Having won big in the first 

free elections in the Atab world “£ „™™l“ nnot rnarr >’ for 
last month, Algeria's Islamists ^ nnr . Mpa ii al!r 

have kept to the high moral Meanwhile, the once-ideaJislic 

ground, eschewing violence for 35 3 Jf ars a8 ° F" te /^ 

Sic moment as die old guard *■» Ffonch occupation have 
flails about in desperation, Sying encysted in power and 

to justify reneging on its promise dee P^ ^ Vlded ty ^ ,tler feuds - 
to abide by the verdict of the bal- . . w 

lot box. It was the Army and A lon 8 absence 

government officials, after all — ^ r . cr . - 

not the Islamists — who forced ,pj? e measure of the effect of 
Preaident Chadli Benjedid out of *“ f “f8 w “ that Mohammad 
power and cut short the demo- Bond's*®. a 72-year-old exile, 
cratic process Mr Benjedid was totally unfarmltar to the new 
launched in 1988. . generation of AJgenans when he 

So it was that when the Islamic was called back to Algiers two 
Salvation Front's (ISF) millions *?<*? a *° *>. <**>“ew coun- 
of supporters gathered at cU *at assmned presidential 
rr.osquea around thfcountry on powers. He had aayed inMoroc- 
Friday and 'found Ihemselves «>f«28 yeara because he had .a 
surrounded by soldiers and riot falling out with Ahmed Ben Bel- 

policemen, with- nearly 500 of _Algerias^ first president. 

their party cadres under arrest, after the revoluUon. Mr 

the word faun the leadership Bm Bella himself was jailed in 
was: "Stay calm. Don't bo pro- *>y ™ s succe5SQr « Hourari 

voiced by the army," they were Boumedrenne. 
told. It was a strategy of self- Meanwhile, the l . ebl ® ™ oudlcd 
confidence, designed ' to swell slo ?®J} s ab °ut sgalitanamsm and 
the movement's ranks by gather- waMsm but all the while en- 
ing sympathy until power falls shnned their own privileges. 

into its lap like a ripe fruit off a ^ ho n lhe 

tree, of liberation could gel tax-free 

Symbolically, perhaps, the imports, preferential housing and 
confrontation was being played Jf* 6 ™ n Shts to travel. These 
out just a year after the start of benefits were made hereditary, 

the Gulf War, a conflict that Today, young people who call 

forced the world to notice the themselves sons of the Mujahe- 
ideological confusion, polidcal , n c “ dm privileges and 

dissatisfaction and social ten- „ m a *. ^ d 8 cdans call the 

sions that have been growing "chichi" society. 
through-out the Arab world for The social divisions only 
decades. These rifts are perhaps worsened after oil prices fell a 
as dramatic in Algeria as any- de cade ago. What was left of Al- 
where: Nightmarish economic, gerias revenues was used to 
.social and demographic prob- kee P r \. new prtvileged class 
terns have accumulated over 30 comfortable. Investments in 
years of mismanagement and schools, housing, medical care, 
corruption here, and the govern- agriculture and even the vital oil 
ment's effort to stop the election industry nave stopped, 
has only further damaged its _ In ~“ lll0n « Algeria emerged 
weak claim to legitimacy, from 130 years of French occu- 

How did Algeria, which in • V&* a country whose emo- 
1962 emerged from its seven- tl ? nal ™«y was Arab but 
year war of liberation as a van- language and style of 

guard of Arab nationalism and a tninxing at the top of society 
leader in the third world's em-. distinctly French. Back in 
brace of socialist egalitarianism, it j d 1 ® *®J ders .* 1 *P °f die ruling 




The putsch in Algeria 

Islamic or secular state? 
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A tank In Algiers: How long will the army hold 


come to this? 

One answer is that while the 
society was experiencing' an ex¬ 
plosion of new needs in the last 
3CI years, the once-revolutiqnary 
leadership was only making it¬ 
self more comfortable. • 

Since 1962, Algeria has had 
one of the most rapid population 
explosions anywhere, growing 


tional identity wax Arab but round of vodng7wliVw^ 
whese language and style of celled after lhe coup, 
thinking at Uie^op of society - Novi,, as the old regime clings 

ih B>d }- ■" “ P 0 ""’ 11 h “ fal ' en bMk on 

13 0.000-mari army to hold 
National Uboauon Front fflip off lhe fundamenuiisls. The 

Tsr. s- t ?. b ! clashed youths who 


oughly francophone. University 
education has broken down, in 
large part because of a split be¬ 
tween French-speaking teachers 
and the broad mass of Arab¬ 
speaking students. 

Perhaps most important, the 
Algerian revolution transformed 
Algeria's Arabs into an upper 
class and an underclass, in a 
country where there had been 
only poor Arabs before because 
the French had monopolized the 
country's riches. 

"We are looking at a society 
where one million people at 
most are living within what wc 
call civilized norms, which 
means that they have fairly de¬ 
cent salaries, they have accounts 
in a bank and they take vacations 
mce in a while," said Zwawi 
Ben Hamadi, a writer and editor 
of Algeria Actmlite. "The rest of 
the population arc at or below 
subsistence levels." 

The dispossessed vote 

It was this dispossessed major¬ 
ity that gave the Islamic Salva¬ 
tion Front its lopsided triumph in 
the first round of parliamentary 
elections, on 26 December lost 
year. The fundamentalists won 
188 seats out of 231, and they 
had been certain to win an abso¬ 
lute majority of the new parlia¬ 
ment's 430 scats in a second 
round of voting, which was can¬ 
celled after the coup. 

Now,' as the old regime clings 
to power, it has fallen back on 


"Arabized." But this came as a 
profound shock to many, and 
there is still considerable resis¬ 
tance, . 

While most of the new genera¬ 
tion has been taught in Arabic, 
for example; the ruling elite — 
and its children remain thdr- 
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party, concedes. "It is probably 
true that the top command is 
dead set against the fundamen¬ 
talists. But as you travel down 
the ranks, opinions change." 

The man who will manage the 
regime's last chance to hold 
power is Prime Minister Sid Ah¬ 
mad Ghozali, a reformist and 
technocrat who got the job last 
June after rioting by fundamen¬ 
talists brought down the previ¬ 
ous government. 

"Fundamentalism is not a 
cause, it is a symptom," Mr Gho- 
zali argued, lighting one cigar¬ 
ette after another. 

Algeria needs "to create a pro¬ 
ject for society that revives the 
egalitarian values on which our 
country was built," he said. "It 
may lake 15 years to give every¬ 
one a house, a job and a decent 
living. 

But we should quickly, within 
a year I say, give our youth hope 
they can have these tilings. The 
hope cannot wait." 

With the Islamists knocking at 
the door, however, it remains an 
open question whether the old 
guard will have even one year in 
which to act. ■ 

New York Times 


and 15,000 tons of rice In ^ 
turn for exporting Jordanai 
potash to India. 

■ An International Montlan 
Fund (IMF) team is in Amman 
to meet officials from the min¬ 
istries of finance and planning 
to review the Jordanian 
nomic adjustment program 
and discuss the possibilities of 
extending soft loans to support 
Jordanian imports. 

■ Latest statistics show that 
deposits in commercial basks 
have reached JD 5 billion by 
the beginning of this year. 

■ Jordan's ambassador to 
Washington Mr Hussein Ha 
mami will be transferred to 
Amman next July, The Star 
has learned. 

■ The government will an 
nounce a tender to build a to¬ 
mato paste factory In Malta) 
governorate to absorb surplus 
production of tomatoes in both 
Mafraq and Irbid, 

■ The government will ai 
nounce a tender for the feasi¬ 
bility of building a railway lint 
connecting Zarqa with down¬ 
town Amman. Financing for 
the study will come from tech¬ 
nical assistance extended to 
Jordan. 


■ The government is consider* -j 
Ing inviting non-Jordanian ) 
trucks to carry phosphate* ptn* ; 
ash and cement from mines to 
Aqaba to cope with thejn* 
creasing pressure on exports, 
from Aqaba. 
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^luratl a very curly 
-U 1961 he enrolled at Iht 
Emly or Damascus, where 
Tfiodied philosophy and soci- 
fri Ai lhe same lime, he suiri- 
Siishing his short stones 
/essays in Jordanian and 
jlrtKwspapers and journals 

After graduating in 1965, he 
did on his literary career, 
plbccame vice-chairman of the 
Msnian Writers Association in 
k«ly 'eighties. He has pro- 
tod five works of drama for 
lab television stations, notably 
kJordan Television series "It 
aitad in The Ma'moura", 
ittd) attracted much attention. 

I k 1991, Mahmoud Shuqcir 
kb the (Mahmoud Snifuddin 
J j) bad Prize for short story 
using, an acknowledgement of 
1 biaportam contribution to this 
I pm. He presently chairs a ccn- 
| n fcr studies, and research, and 
it regular contributor to the 
tabiian daily newspaper Al- 
hl 

tofj for The Prophet's Blood 
iacoUktkm of 46 short stories 
kbhg a variety of themes 
ajbg from social and political 
Adsm, war and the desire for 
jtw, to human individual suf- 
mg inflicted by unconirollublc 
awiflancw of belligerence 
d hostility. The main theme, 
tower, is the Palestinian 
Ah under Israeli occupation, 

I k shattering of dreams by 
kith, and the repression under 
Palestinians, as individu¬ 
al Ml. The following story, 

J™, is taken from this col- 
kflk . 


took to the streets in 1988 and 
1991, and it appears ready to do 
it again, But the question is for 
how long and at what price. 

The army is "crosKd by the 
same currents that cross Algeri¬ 
an society," Arttmar Belhimer, 
an Intellectual of the once ruling 
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Mahmoud Shuqeir: 
The agony of Palestine 



Mahmoud Shuqeir 

ent colored dresses during the 
Samdeh, amt that she will dance 
in front of the people — espe¬ 
cially in front of Marwan himself 
— in a manner she has never 
done before. 

Marwan feels the ilresses with 
his /infers, surveys the delicate 


There arc two major character¬ 
istics for this collection: The 
first is the brevity and concentra¬ 
tion or the stories; a whole story 
may occupy only one or two 
pages. Such a fonn requires con¬ 
densed, expressive language, at¬ 
tained only by a skillful writer 
who controls his ideas and the 
vehicle for their communication. 

The second major characteris¬ 
tic of this collection is the inclu- 
sivcncss of the pictures the sto¬ 
ries portray. A picture of 
simultaneous events in many 
parts of the world can be brought 
skillfully and unobtrusively 
through his stories. When 
brought together, these two char¬ 
acteristics produce a poetry-like 
narrative which captivates the 
reader, keeps him under a spell, 
und sharpens his sense of expec¬ 
tation. His story 'Departure' is an 
example; 

He goes out in the early morn¬ 
ing to the dewy street which 
knows no silence. A while ago, 


a kiss on his forehead, takes a 
glimpse of the trees, the houses, 
the people, and the hair of the 
girls hanging down on their 
shoulders, and he is surprised, 
as though he sees everything in 
this life for the first time. Then 
he approaches the confrontation 
lines, where the oppressive sol¬ 
diers know nothing apart from 
the language of murder, and the 
assassination of the lovely 
dreams of hearts. 

He goes out on that dewy 
morning, that Palestinian youth, 
who is known to none in this 
world: departs, never returns. 




I returns home, before 
arrives; before the 
ware deserted by all except 
J, "tiers. Marwan returns. 
JJlto his lips and the edge 
fvtoflgae the pleasure of liv- 
the chance before 
fftfdl to embrace and kiss 
on the lips , as actors 
screen films: but what 
ffi'txperknced was im- 
sweeter and more 
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extensions of their colors. He be- the world woke up from its s\um : 

comes bolder and gazes at his ft- her. Millions of men drink de fi¬ 

ancee's eyes. Their eyes meet, cious coffee on their 
and she feels her emotions over - and there's a man on the Win 

powering and overwhelming, storey balcony of hts apartment, 
Very carefully, Marwan touches coughing. He puts out hts agar- 
iht soft hand. She tenderly pulls ette and says , Tomorrow morn- 

it bad. opens another wardrobe, - 

and brings out various sorts of 
colorful clothes. Marwan looks 

with delight. She tells him that fesA, 

she will be busy in the coming 
weeks 'preparing trousers and 
shins for their child which will 

he burn in one winter. Marwan, Jok 

mi longer red in the face, laughs n M \ -vW 

and says to her: "UV haven't got 11 ^ 

married, yet: we’ll cross that 

bridge when we come to it " U j. 

Yet. she insists that the child VI // 

will come, otherwise she can [j 

never experience peace of mind. M v 

Before she closes the wardrobes \1 L.- 

of dresses and clothes, he siul- __ 

dtnly pulls her to him. and they 
embrace. ™ 

Marwan returns home before __ 

evening falls. Ecstatically he re- —- — 

calls every moment he spent fwjra smoking." Tl 

his beloved fiancee . and every l ^n whose cigarette is dyt 
word he told her about their toughs, raises her ft 

wedding party which is to take ban J sler0 fthebalcoi 

place in a fortnight s time. Mar- number 20, and tl 

wan approaches the house at the f ^ M words, unde 

end 7f the lane, in the avenue 

which is full of MdfenJ ustbe- QU{ in fa ^ mor 

fort his hand touches the handle > X ^^^a hot bai 
of the door. Marwan falls dead. J; . /g bathe at j 
A bullet, shot by one of the sol- Wr«ro«o/ peojt ^ ^ * 
diets entrenched at the end of ?™ afld ^men fry potatoes 
the lane, penetrates huchesL Wr* gnd pM oul 


Shuqeir's depiction of charac¬ 
ters in this collection docs not 
tollow conventions; Forster's 
terms of "flat" and "round" char¬ 
acters are not applicable in this 
context. They are sketches of 
people who may or may not ex¬ 
ist, but they have a more sym¬ 
bolic nature, featuring certain as¬ 
pects of the human tragedy. 
Even when given names, events 
show them to be of a more philo¬ 
sophical nature that transcends 
the particular to the more general 
in scope. 

The plot is generally simple in 
all the glories of this collection, 
and in many cases could be 
summed up in a line or 
two. Nevertheless, they of¬ 
fer profound insight into 
the human nature, human 
suffering and understand- 
i ing. One always misses a 

\ great deal ir one is satisfied 
v with a plot summary for 
tf Shuqeir's stories. We’ll take 

JA a last example, with the 

{] story, "A Stab 1 ", 
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ter before a woman to give her 
protection and safety. Knightly 
convention fascinates me, and I 
say to myself, “Martha, who is 
as lender as a bird, deserves 
every attention." 

All of a sudden, as we are 
drinking our cups, I discover 
that Martha hates the public sec¬ 
tor, and she says that the age of 
kings was more appealing. I had 
discovered that, apparently with¬ 
out any cause, Martha hates 
people. One day, she introduced 
me to one of her friends, and as I 
expressed my admiration for that 
girl, Martha whispered to me 
that her friend suffers from a 
chronic disease. In addition, she 
is not good at making love, as 
her menstruation is irregular 
and blood flows from below her 
stomach always, incessantly. 

Martha does not like the pub¬ 
lic sector, and listens to every¬ 
thing hostile that radio stations 
transmit; and she is provoked by 
the errors of the leadership 
which should not be criticized. 
And Martha says she is making 
plans to migrate to Uncle Sams 
country. She is astonished at my 
support for the public sector, 
ana she says, half-jestingly, half- 
scriousty, that she has called at 
the wrong address by making my 
acquaintance. For, as Martha 
claims, / am from a people that 
launches war against Israel, the 
peace-seeking country. 

Martha is not good at listening 
to others, does not pay heed to 
arguments, nor allows the right 
of speech. 

Martha who is like a bird, 
Martha, whose poisonous 
thoughts aroused my concern for 
her, Martha whom I tried all the 
time to dissuade from hating 
people, Martha, before whom / 
haa entered the bar to give sqfe- 
stabbed me in the back with a 

agger she had in ker handbag, 
ond rapidly escaped from the 
place. 


rtf ww was empty, an tutu- * vwlc, ‘ 3Wt , u r ^ ~v nf 
mother had gone ^rs entrenched at * h * *" d °{ 
AflfWwj, and the boys lhe penetrates his chest. 

fej'kflwite. fc their daily But he does not 

the enemy sol- fj^e of hu wedding is rutty 

Mill tr / 1 mm ■ ..j J.li An nun in his mind 


tffi .j.r ■ “ w " r - »”*'**»/ i»»" 

u* Mites and rubber 
£S"5h Mn8 himself 
g^ tiifwcee for the 
wS faf* embarrassed; 

red In the 
eidewhauodo 

A** poet* 1 * 
f w w** ho* 

■Zffit ^ doesn't know 


drawn in his mind. 

In almost every story in this 
collection, we sense the presence 
of the Intifada, tbe vrolencc ^ 
which foe soldiers deal with tire 
unarmed population, and tne 

gta* 


U jfm In a city where women 

V 1 //iftuj are so many, Martha looks 

)1 Jin for a friend. Unintentional- 

M j fy, / fljJk her about the site 

\S ViP of The Three Roses Cafe, 

.wl tfll as / thought / had fallen in 

\\4 J —Si. Iff love with the girl who 

1 vT ^ * worked there when I went 

there once with a friend; 
-- - ■ — and since / don't know the 

£ SKfficSL! 

voman whose cigarette udyed Marlba me by the hand, 
jy lipstick laughs, reuses her fe ^ { est go i ng somewhere 
mr the bannister of the Weeny explaining that it would be 

9 / storey number 20, anajne su i ta ble to know a new 

man. without words, under- , e Tt0 \ intention, howey- 
stands the meaning. er was to spend some time with 

He goes out in Martha, who immediately under - 

in$. fa he has hac\ a hoi ^ ^ And her eyes reveal 

Millions of her inner desires, 

same time, while they are sing Wg (Q fl bar neaf [be build¬ 
ing, and women fry poutoa in museu m, and Mar- 

kitchens and put out & lass ? s h °j r j£ asks me to enter first. She 
tea. And there s a;vamm** [his is the conyen tion of that 

house, crying bitterly, hamng w fare may be some 

discovered that her cruel love lrou ble-makers. and under such 

infatuated with another one wno c ^ cums tances a man would en- 


ing. I will give up smoking. The 
woman whose cigarette is dyed 
by lipstick laughs, reuses her feet 
over the bannister of the balcony 
of storey number 20, and tne 
than, without words, under¬ 
stands the meaning. 

He goes out in fa dewy turn¬ 
ing. far he has had a hot ba h. 
Millions ^ People bathe atthe 
same lime, while they are sing 


tok ening bitterly having 
discovered that her cruel lover fa 
infatuated with another one who 
has three children. 

lie goes out in the dewy morn- 
inn to the street which is full of 

i!moiamions.Mlhtsamerm- 


Roses for the Prophet's Blood 
is a work of extraordinary skill 
and art. Reading the whole col¬ 
lection may guide one to the 
source which inspired its author 
to give it its tide. It portrays 
Man's suffering by war, oppres¬ 
sion, manipulation of force, au¬ 
thority, and egoism. The collec¬ 
tion reveals how fragile and 
weak man is, and how suscepti¬ 
ble he lies when disarmed of his 
moral and spiritual values. On 
lhe other hand, it shows how in¬ 
dividuals can stand the pressures 
of hardship when armed witii 
spiritual and ethical values, in 
the face of tyranny and repres¬ 
sion. Its contents correspond to 
the central idea of Ernest Hem¬ 
ingway’s The Old Man and the 
Sea,' that "Man could be de¬ 
stroyed, bul hot defeated-" N 

Fahd A, Salameh is a producer 
at Radio Jordan, He has an 
MA in English Literature from 
the University of Jordan.. 




m dropped them. To 
ft orercome her dm- 

he insists on delay- 
itfw. . . M - 

NtoKf Hut ward • 
- ■#.••«** show s him 

rtdjbr 
fewer- 


ghost Of.death hovenng over ■ fheir tensive wort. 

their beads, destroying the happy officers read secret reports 

and dte budding nspua- „ lhtm mg m* 

lions of the youth. . ^ lbe neighboring continent, the 

The rrafraDve nraM renews the lamntfform’ 

collection shifts from the omm- V . ^ the activities of mhtl 
Seranarraior with strict chroo- Z^.^^Tfa 
oloekal order of events, the tuildim the receiver qf the. 
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By Kate Daniels 

Star Staff Writer 

AS JORDAN'S art' and antique 
buffs descended upon the Am¬ 
man InterContinental Hotel last 
Friday, there were optimistic 
signs that the nation's post-war 
economic prudence may be on 
the wane. 

Advertised proudly as Jordan's 
first ever public antiques auc¬ 
tion, the event drew in unexpect¬ 
edly enthusiastic crowds, as af¬ 
fluent couples, curious 
onlookers, diplomats and hotel 
residents squashed eagerly into 
the ballroom, waiting for the bid¬ 
ding to begin. 

The volume of the public's re¬ 
sponse to the auction surprised 
everyone, not to mention its ap¬ 
prehensive organizers. Mr Abu 
Dhais, auction supervisor and 
proprietor of the Islamic and Ar¬ 
abic Heritage House in Jebci Lu- 
weibdeh, said the turn-out to the 
auction was excellent, and was 
somewhere in the region of 700 
people, when only 200 had been 
expected. 

The auction took a month and 
a half to organize and was a col¬ 
laborative effort between the Ar¬ 
abic and Islamic Heritage House 
and The House of Antiques in 
Abdoun. Two Iraqi antiques ex¬ 
perts, Dr Taleb A1 Baghdadi and 
Mr Muhammad Ai Baghdadi, 
who own their own successful 
antiques business in the Iraqi 
capital, also cooperated on the 
Jordanion side. 

Having gathered a substantial 
stock from dealings with Jorda¬ 
nian collectors, the two antique 





Jordan's first antiques show 
meets with staggering success 


houses laid on an Aladdin's cave 
of items for their program, such 
as rare old furniture, porcelain 
and glassware, old silver works, 
a selection of paintings and rare 
manuscripts, exquisite oriental 
carpels and traditional jewelry. 

Bidding got off to a brisk start 
with the paintings category, as 
Jordanian art collectors snapped 
up a number of ninctccnth- 
ccntury oils and orientalist litho¬ 
graphs. Excitement mounted ear¬ 
ly on, with a long and heated 
succession of bids for a marble- 
mounted statue of a man astride 
his charger. The price was going 
sky-high, until the triumphant 
bidder finally claimed her prize 
for JD 2,400. 

Religious texts and artefacts 
were in abundance, with a broad 
selection of wooden-mounted 
icons up for sale, most of them 
Russian in origin and ranging 
from between 40 to 200 
years old. There were also a 
number of splendid Quran manu¬ 
scripts of vaiying beauty that 
positively dazzled the audience 
wiLh their intricately ornamented 
text and glorious gold leaf em¬ 
bellishments. 

Other more unusual items in¬ 
cluded a number of local heri¬ 
tage artefacts that met with a dis¬ 
appointingly lukewarm 

response. There was a definite 
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Some of the item on exhibit 

slowing in the bartering stakes 
for old samples of Palestinian 
currency, bank cheques and 
maps of the Holy Land, one even 
dating back to as early as 1686. 

Supervisor Mr Abu Dhais said 
he was disappointed to see that 
nobody had bought the currency, 
"ll was not appreciated at all," he 
said. "There was a £50 Palestini¬ 
an bank note there that was one 
of only four left in the world. 
This piece was sold in Geneva to 
a collector -in Jordan for JD 
9,200 and we didn't even sell it." 
He also mentioned his surprise 
that a particularly exquisite, 
leather-bound Kashmiri Quran, 
worth some JD 9,000 had not 


been sold. 

He said, however, Uiat the 
more affordable porcelain anti 
glassware had sold well, and that 
only one or two items out of 180 
had gone unsold. The porcelain 
selection revealed some collecta¬ 
ble names such as a Meissen or¬ 
namental bird, a Royal Crown 
Derby fruit plate- and a hand¬ 
some Wedgwood soup tureen. 

Sales from Ihc silver col lee lion 
were swift and consistent, with 
solid Russian samovars, Cauca¬ 
sian bells, daggers and cutlery 
up for bidding. A silver Ottoman 
nargileh fetched a princely sum 
of JD 1000, while a silver Otto¬ 
man inkpot and a charming As- 
fahan mirror were considerably 
cheaper. 

The lost two categories of die 
auction's program included car¬ 
pets and antique furniture. "The 
carpets, which were all over 60 
years old, sold well at between 
JD 400 to 1,500," said Mr Abu 
Dhais, "however the heavy furni¬ 
ture didn't sell as well.” 

Show-stoppers of the event in¬ 
cluded a large embroidered sec- 
lion of (he cover of the Ka'ba, a 
piece with enormous religious 
value and a hammer price of JD 
5,200; an enormous gilded vase 
with a twin peacock and floral 
design that weighed in at four 
and a quarter kilos of solid sil- 


f n n Sl cdlUon (1876) Key 
of the Egyptian daily 
Ahram (purchased forTm^ 
snip at JD 320 by Mr Mm 3 
Bisharai), and a "Fabcrge stvt 
egg that looked deceptively L: 
uinc- — especially with a m 
tag or JD 1,725. m 
Mr Abu Dhais could not ft 
but be delighted about the out! 
come of the auction, especially; 
when lie revealed that morethsa 
85 percent of the items had been 
sold. "I think this is a record;I*! 
said, "even for international at 
lions." He was reluctant, none.; 
thcless, to divulge the loul 
amount that the auction W 
grossed, preferring to refer toil 
as a "professional secret’ and 
adding that it was a pleasant sur-J 
prise to him that the auction had^ 
not run at a loss. j 

The undeniable success of thej 
project has meant that the timeii; 
ripe for the auction's organizers' 
to plan a follow-up for the spring 
season. Mr Abu Dhais is confi¬ 
dent that the event has qtfkri 
off a new interest in-the commu¬ 
nity, and said that, "We arc now 
seeing the start of a whole new 
scene in Jordan. Our show has 
proven to the country's new col¬ 
lectors dial antiques are not only 
attractive but are also an excel-' 
lent investment." ■ 
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Merchant 

afield these days. 
*5*nwring into the fer- 
flSSwVbcyo'.dLhc 
^Tcif inshore, water o(T 
“’coast where for dcc- 
t*i*n have practised 

Miration of activity 
^waters has led to huge 
„ notably of high¬ 
land abate in the 
L 1he conUncnUil shelf of- 
Utivc bounty; plenty of 
iity j;ing-fish, tuna and 
mackerel. 

feiil concern at the over- 

ii 1990 prompted a joint 

to Oman and the UN 
y Agriculture Orgamzu- 
d the country’s 200-milc 
wane. The report will 
die basis of determining 
dutch in Omani waters," 
IhabitZahran Al Abdul 
director of the Marine 
_j aid Fisheries Centre, 
tony of Agriculture and 
research arm. 

Tit so much over-fishing, 

’ BcnUomanage our resources 
, 1 1 aw responsible manner 
; Anise they will be depleted; 
Ty encourage fishermen to 
'Ajbtlie richer fields further 




Oman wants its fishermen to 
cast their nets wider 


The Popular Theater: 

A new home is established for experimental arts 


hv quality wooden /kiwi 
a) have for decades con- 
ifitamen io inshore wa¬ 
lks? case, few boats pos- 
t& sy form of modem 
fef sod processing equip¬ 


ment, necessary for longer jour¬ 
neys. Also, lobsters and uhalonc, 
among lire more sedentary fish 
in inshore waters, were easy tar¬ 
gets for fishermen reluctant to 
change the ways of a lifetime. 

Nevertheless, the government 
has over Ihc- past two decades 
tried to change age-old ways. It 
has offered generous incentives 
and loans for the ourchasc of 
high-quality fiberglass boats; 
distribution and marketing of 
fish has been improved; and sev¬ 
eral 200-ton govcrnmcnl-rundcd 
cold storage centers have been 
set up, some recently sold to the 
private sector in a bid to make it 
play a more active role in the in¬ 
dustry. 

Leading the way is Oman 
Fishing Co. (in which the gov¬ 
ernment has a quarter share), 
which was formed in 1989 with 
subscribed capital of OR 12.5 
million. 

Belter boats ami more devel¬ 
oped on-shore infrastructure 
have, however, only served to 
highlight the pioblem of over¬ 
fishing. 

Apait .Irom periodic exhorta¬ 
tions. the government's immedi¬ 
ate response has Iwcn to intro¬ 
duce permits ■ lor fishermen 
(initially being enforced only for 
larger companies) and to reduce 
lire fishing season. For lobsters, 
the season has Ik-cii reduced 


By Vesna Masha rqa 
Special To The Star 

THE ADVENT of democracy in 
Jordan has triggered the estab¬ 
lishment of many new cultural 
movements and projects. The 
Popular Theater, also known as 
' ! The Theater of Sixty Chairs" is 
one of these outstanding new en¬ 
terprises. It is an assembly of 1$ 
theater artists attempting to. es- 
tablisha daily experimental thea¬ 
ter, aimed at exploring and intro¬ 



ducing various theater forms, 
different ideas and expressions. 

Jordanian theater director Fa- 
thi Abdul Rahman, who also di¬ 
rects at The Popular Theater, 
said that the enterprise consists 
of several projects including dai¬ 
ly ihcaier, children's theater with 
a puppet workshop, a studio for 
recording music and sound ef¬ 
fects and an ‘editorial room for 
their magazine ."Al Masrah", 
which will specialize in theater 
studies and research. Another 
pan of the pro¬ 
ject will be 
Sponsoring 
courses for the¬ 
ater artists 
aimed ai devel¬ 
oping their 
professional 
skills and orga¬ 
nizing visits by 
theater troupes 
from other 
non-Arab 


countries. 

"The purpose of hosting visits 
bv other theater groups from out¬ 
side the Kingdom is to exchange 
professional experiences with 
our guests, and also to expose 
the Jordanian audience to vari¬ 
ous theatrical expressions," said 
Abdul Rahman. 

■ He also talked aboutthc mean¬ 
ing of "The Popular Theater" 
and misinterpretations of its 
name. "The name doesn’t allude 
to the tendency of theater for the 
masses, theater is always for the 
people," he said. "What we are 
referring to here is bur ambition 
to reach the audience through 
creative and artistic means, in a 
style which can direct them to¬ 
wards a certain idea. We want be 
felt and understood by our audi¬ 
ence, and this is the essence of 
The Popular Theater." 

Abdul Rahman stressed that he 
believes in simplicity of theatri¬ 
cal. expression and that only 



New recruits at The Popular Theater 
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creative artists are capable of 
transforming complicated con¬ 
cepts into simple, understanda¬ 
ble forms without the disintegra¬ 
tion of the main idea. 

"Considering the fact that 
there is no new theater culture in 
Jordan and that the local theater 
audience is only just establishing 
[he habit of theater going, I be¬ 
lieve that we should stick to Hie 
principle of simplicity," he said. 
Our main focus will be on an 
actor and his creative potential. 
Our actor will be the main pillar 
of a show,". 

Abdul Rahman said that his 
theater will be looking forward 
to productions with a limited 
number of actors and simple 
technical demands: "I appreciate 
sophisticated theater equipment 
as long as it supports an aetor in 
his role and his movement on the 
,,stage,lig said, ■ 

.■ As adirector- he expressed 
• nope that he will always have 
toe. QDDOrtimitV : to Wiriftlv inter¬ 


act and cooperate with actors , 
as to unify their ereauve idea 
and pul them into use. 

As far as The 
ler's program for this year >s 
ccmed, the theater will play, 
to four groups from 1 
Arab countries and it win ir* 
five productions of iis 
first one appearing ,n Jwow 
They will also p^cip^ 
three up-and-coming 

The Youth Theater foval, 

Children's Theater Festival 
The Second Jordanian ™ 
Festival. They will alsoT^ 
four issues of their Al 


Abdul Rahman 
great satisfaction with WJ. ^ 
geous decision to esiab^J. 
theater. He even goes 
call it the 

of his life, saying: £Kn 0 W 

will take at least a year anpi . 

ater becomes a regular, . . 

need for ow audience, 
be patient. andT belieyef w 

..._*,*■ It " ■ . . ’ l ' V 



Omani fishermen: Casting their nets wider 



from six months to two (Decem¬ 
ber and January). Quotas have 
been imposed on industrial ves¬ 
sels. 

Hardly surprisingly, these 
measures hove proved unpopular 
with many of the country's esti¬ 
mated 18,500 self-employed 
fishermen whose efforts help to 
make fish Oman's biggest non 
oil export. Many protested and 
indeed won concessions from 
lire ministry; initially the authori¬ 
ties had proposed a total ban on 


***** 


lobster fishing. 

"For decades the industry has 
been unregulated. But the time 
hqs come to limit entry," says 
Mr Abdul Salam. "Our measures 
do affect their livelihood but wc 
have to take the long term view," 
he insists. 

The long term view — out¬ 
lined in the current five-year 
plan includes an ambitious pro¬ 
gram to build eight small, sclf- 
coniained harbors (at Al Jazar in 
die south and Shines in the 
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north-east, for instance). These 
will mainly service small fisher¬ 
men who last year accounted for 
some 85 per cent of the total 
haul of 119,000 tons, earning 
revenues of some QR17.8 mil¬ 
lion. The rest was caught by in¬ 
dustrial vessels. Some 20 per 
cent of the total catch was ex¬ 
ported to neighboring states and 
also Japan. 

Large-scale port development 
is also planned al Sirr and Quray- 
at in the north-east, enabling 
them to accommodate industrial 
vessels and case pressure on 
Mina Qaboos. Industrial vessels 

— including some from Japan 
with which the authorities have 
signed fishing concessions — 
caught some 10 per cent of the 
total haul in 1990. 

All the pons will boast en¬ 
hanced processing and cold stor¬ 
age facilities. The work Is ex¬ 
pected to be finished by 1994, 
completing the transformation of 
an industry which was once as 
conspicuous for its foul smells 
as for its delicious catches. 
Southern fishermen's haul of sar¬ 
dines — later sold as fertilizer 

— would be left to dry on the ■ 
southern beaches. The fumes 
were a reminder when the boats 
were in. 

Today, though there is some 
concern among traditional fish¬ 
ermen who fear for their liveli¬ 
hood, it is the general air of opti¬ 
mism that is more striking. For 
most fishermen realize that their 
government is making a huge in¬ 
vestment in an industry whose 
importance will grow given 
Oman's very limited oil reserves. 
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Giving in to Israel 

THE MOSCOW talks kicked off this week in the absence of key region¬ 
al players including the Palestinians, Syria and Lebanon. While Syria 
and Lebanon had made their points of view clear before the start of the 
talks, the Palestinians who actually made it to Moscow failed to take 
their seats at the conference table because Israel and the United States 
objected to the composition of the Palestinian delegation. As a result, the 
Palestinians did not participate in the working groups on the second day 
of the Moscow talks and their participation in future meetings remains 
tied to solving the representation issue. 

In spite of these set-backs, one could say that the launching of the so- 
called multilateral talks in the Russian capital, is a positive development 
in securing the future of the Middle East. Once the working groups begin 
to discuss the problems of disarm ament, refugees, water and economic 
development, one expects to see serious commitment by the parties In¬ 
volved to the security, prosperity and stability of the region. But this is 
all in the future. 

It will be foolish to give the multilateral talks much credit at this stage 
when little if any progress has been made on the bilateral talks. In fact, 
the multilateral talks could be used by some — mainly the Israelis — as 
a stepping stone over the substantive issues that feature on the agenda of 
the bilateral negotiations. 

For the Palestinians, and indeed for all Arabs, as was indicated in the 
speeches of the Arab foreign ministers who attended the Moscow open¬ 
ing, the central Issue remained to be that of Israel’s refusal to implement 
UN resolutions regardless of the talks, be they bilateral or multilateral. 

The current Israeli leadership may notice the underlined statements of 
Arab and non-Arab delegates to the multllaterals,“ but it still refuses to re¬ 
spond to them except in the form of intensifying Israel's settlement activ¬ 
ities in the occupied Arab territories in an attempt'io annihilate the Arab 
identity of these territories. 

It is therefore ironic that when the world meets in Moscow to talk 
about the future of the Middle East after peace, the Israelis come out to 
emphasize their absolute right to Arab lands. 

'The .questioni to ask is how long should this farce be allowed to go on? 

■ ^ ows lsrael to continue its policy of Judaizing Palestinian 

and Arab land in the hope of creating new realities on the ground, then 
Palestinians may.indeed come out of this whole affair empty handed, 

T 6 Ar ?5 icans to calm our fears by talking abdut long negotiatiohs 
md possible compromises. But-it this phase of negotiations it does not 
look like the substantial issues are getting anywhere. Actually, the Israeli 
leadership Is using the peace negotiations as a pretext to stay in power 
while putting the settlement scheme into top gear. ; 1 _ ; 

■ -Let us face; 1CThe Palestinians have genuine fears of the outcome of 
l this process, just as they have the right to their own representatives at the 

M ^ mss - Den J in « *9 Palestinians these humble, 

butstlu undeniable doubts and rights merely, to appease the Israelis lest 
they withdraw from, the talks is a step backwards. The Palestinian issue 
deserves to l^taken seriously in both fora and It does not help the cause 
of peace to affront the Palestinians, while looking the other way when Is¬ 
rael continues to violate the very Sanctity of international law ! 


«, _ pic Republic of China 

The Samsom Optron: Israel's nudiJSiS! JESS 3 S: 
option and American foreign policy ife&ZsBsB- 

ly Seymour M. Hersh, Random House, -S ic a brief background of re- 

New York, 1991.354 pp. the two countries: 

Reviewed by Andrew I. Kilgore . 

^^^^^^^^^■®--niheSino-Indian border hostilities 

lijn 1962, India bought mortars in 
the Sino-Sovici border ten¬ 
ia 1979-80, China bought rank guns 


By Seymour M. Hersh, Random House, 
New York, 1991.354 pp. 

Reviewed by Andrew I. Kilgore 

"And Samson took hold of the two pillars 
upon which the temple stood... And (it) 
fell... So the dead which he slew at his 
death were more than they which he slew 
in his life." -- Book of Judge 

16:29 and 30 

THE BOOK of Judges says ihc Philistines 
blinded Samson and made sport of him in 
Gaza. In revenge, he pulled down ihcir 
temple, killing perhaps 3,000 Philistines, 
while taking his own life. This is a story 
of Jewish heroism, of hitting back at per¬ 
secutors. 

The 5th century BC Samson epic in¬ 
spired the tide and provided the theme of 
Seymour M. Hersh's The Samson Option, 
describing Israel's secret development of 
nuclear weapons to enable Israel, like 
Samson, to devastate its enemies. Hersh, 
probably the best investigative reporter 
writing in English today, also invokes 
Masada, a sere mountaimop above the 
Dead Sea where, in 73 AD, 1,000 Jewish 
defenders held off 15,000 besieging Ro¬ 
mans for two years before committing sui¬ 
cide to avoid capture. Myriads of Israelis 
today make pilgrimages to Masada to pay 
homage to the heroism of its defenders. 

Samson and Masada symbolize Jewish 
steadfastness in the face of overwhelming 
odds in ancient times. The scaring horror 
of this century's Jewish Holocaust, how¬ 
ever, ties unassuaged in die Israeli psyche. 
The power and ruthlcssncss of the Nazi 
juggernaut had been too overwhelming to 
resist. 

Israel's granitic determination to devel¬ 
op the atomic bomb can perhaps best be 
understood as a delayed Jewish response 
to that Nazi nightmare. Sadly, however, 
this "never again" came half a century too 
late to save the millions who perished in 
the slave labor and death camps of Eu¬ 
rope. 

Tho Samson Option opens at the White 
House in September 1981. Three months 
earlier, Israel had bombed Iraq's nuclear 
reactor at Osirak near Baghdad. Israel al- 
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China-Israel relations 
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Hersh illustrates how basic US fcoip 
policy objectives were twisted out d 
shape wherever Israel and its nixk* 
weapons program were concerned TT* 
powerful interplay between domestic IS. 
politics and American foreign policy Mi 
oil-compelling. 

So technically authoritative is Hai 
that his book might well be taken for > 
work of a nuclear physicist with narrate 
gifts. Hersh is not a scientist, but he sd 
out to study all that is known about tufa 
ar weapons and how they are made, Ti$ 
is characteristic of his relentless ’4t 
ging," which produced such earlier wenj 
as The Price of Power, an entertaining* 
well as an authoritative dissection of 
ry Kissinger's deceitful diplomacy an 
masterful media manipulation. 

Several of Hersh's 22 chapters, all mt* 
connected to the basic theme, will is® 
natc Americans who follow Middle Ed 
developments closely. Chapter 12, ahoflj 
the late long-time (1961-1973) US 
bassador to Israel, Walworth Barbour, 
good example. American ambassaw 
generally servo in Tel Aviv for cxtiaortjj 


iffls. in Beijing, nl lire ceremony l , 

EEdita ngrecnrenl L. esub- 

. ffL relations between China 
fifj* Chinese hosts did not men- 
cS Israeli foreign minister the cpi- 
KbIsoF mortars lo India. 
aKiese do not customarily recall 
asSTButin when the Gcr- 
E tefcnse minister, Fran/.-Josef 
L raised the notion of relations with 
a conversation with Mao Tsc- 
« teased Chinese leader said: How 
Jietothis when they gel arms from 
inland soldiers from Russia. _ 

Hb Chinese leader was indicating his 
ttfallhe sale of Israeli weapons to In- 
Jihorn his army was fighting then. 

Fi?e years earlier Mao had spoken in a - 

tone about Israel. Speaking with j w i? Qre i gn Minister Levy in Bering this week 
Stood Mikunis, the secretary-general ol . 

k Israel Communist Party, he had Thc ^sadion enabled China at the Mme. Sun Yat-sen, the vice-president; 
bed familiarity with Jewish history limc lQ conc)udc a much larger sale and David Shapira, a childhood fnend m 

id rimmed the Babylonian exiles had - () j of T . 59 aud T . 69 lanks during its London of delegauon member Mostie 

km to China! „ , war against Iran, thus demonstrating its Pearlman. 

Henlsraeli Premier David Bcn-Gurton i£ J s|ond which included support for (Instead they were conducted \oSy&r 
U scmally requested that the sale of Arabs ^ pL0 pniestimans at ney Shapiro, a New York Jew who wa£ 

tm from Solmm to India be made ^ san , c limc M endorsing the Camp Da- an official translator in Beijing. Th^i 

tofic, and that the guns be freighted J| aAcamls . Icamed^laicr tf 

iimta/1 in irandntP. lhp.il 


■Me, and that the guns be freighted 
ta the port of Eilat on a vessel flying 
fclsxli flag. Indian premier Nchni, ob- 
demanding total secrecy. This was 
tnpGedwith, though Israeli vessels car- 


Mr Steve Croft 
60 Minutes 
524 Wcsl 57th StrceL 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

Dear Mr Croft 

IN YOUR 60 Minutes piece, "Hussein & 
Hussein", it is unrealistic to believe that 
any country, including the US, is free of 
people who profit from the misfortunes of 
others. However, it is equally unrealistic, 
not to mention unfair, to categorically 
condemn an entire country, its people, 
and iLs King based on allegations that arc 
clearly self-serving propaganda, and pre¬ 
sented to a wide audience as fact. 

No one will argue the- point that during 
the Gulf War Kuwait was looted by some, 
but, it is wrong to leave thc impression 
that "chances arc" a "luxury car in Jor¬ 
dan, with a black license plate, was stolen 
.. . from Kuwait. 

his week Rnt of all, as a result of the Gulf War, 

.. o v„. „„„ „ir«» nrpciHpni 1 the black license plates were issued to re- 

^ e rL S ^ n J : * turning citizens on a temporary basis unUl 

and David Shapira, a childhood fnend1 m ^ decided to either remain in Jordan or 

London of delegauon member Moshe rel J m ^ ^ countries they came from. If 

Pearlman. they remain in Jordan, they are required 

(Inspd they were conducted to Syd- ^ duty on their cars and obtain stan- 
ney Shapiro, a New York Jew who was And, your assertion that a 

an official translator in Beijing. They Mercedes is a "luxury car” in Jordan is er- 
Icamcd later that David, who knew He- roneous j t ^ no more than an everyday 


the confide 
with public 


On the delegauon s return home, btia- Another misconception, that unfonu- 

» __MtAnlvbhinn _ . . P • . ____ 


However, Pakistani spies in the Indian 
; Defense Ministry came upon the docu- 
bjs on the deal and on January 14. 


'SftTSSiSSS 

ssastawaasw. snesstafist ssl—sak 


a9my equipment. 

■firoyears later, two Fatali leaders, Yas- 
n Arafat and Abu Jihad, landed in Bcij- 


. ready had the bomb, although tho US gov- lon 8 P cri ? ds wilh 

_■ ®_ Mu Hun Ayranfinns. ihcv are notc’i 


■g requesting China's old in hunching 
Wf war against Israel. The Chinese rc- 
;BW from mentioning this to the Israeli 


People's Republic that Israel rccognizeu 

Israel's itiulwssador Eliahu Klaih cabled 
from Washington that this hasty recogni¬ 
tion of Communist Chinu would arouse 
negative .cutliiaw in c"cte in 


late in coming. At the Bandung corner- ales idea, and aggravates the narrow 

encc (April 1955) Chou broke off con- minded mcniatily of some so called 
tacts with Israel and openly supported Ame rican patriots in this country, is the 

Egypis Gamal Abdel NaS j^* usa | em Posl Continued on page 13 


eminent had taken no official cognizance 
of that fact. Present at tire White Houso 
meeting was thcn-Isracli Defence Minis¬ 
ter Ariel Sharon. His purpose was to de¬ 
nounce the US as an ''unreliable" ally for 
refusing to build a "downlink" in Israel to 
receive newly developed US satellite im¬ 
agery. The downlink would have enabled 
Israel, but not the United States, to "see" 
both the Arab states and routes to, and in¬ 
side, the southern part of the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

1 American participants at the meeting, 
including newly-elected President Ronald 
Reagan, assumed at the time that Israel 
Sought only to be in a position to protect 
itself from attack by its Arab neighbours. 
. Israel, however, already was a nuclear 
power, and, according to Hersh, it was 
■ seeking to target the Soviet Union with its 
nuclear warheads. 

f - That Israel has nuclear weapons has 
tong been known. What Hersh de¬ 
scribes in The Samson Option is how Is¬ 
rael developed the weapons (more nr 1 


bly two exceptions, they ^ 
for adopting, or already holding, w 
that vary tittle from those of Israeli g 
emmeni officials. So overboard wwjJ 
hour that he forbade his staff to repon 
Israel's nuclear "development town 
Dimona in the Negev desert. 

During ihe October 1973 Arab* 
war, coordinated Egyptian and Sy™'- 
prise attacks to redeem 
occupied territories inflicted neavy 
allies on Israel. Author Hersh is peoj 
ed that Secretary of State jusm 


mm irom mentioning this to the Israeli whosc sunport f or Israel was cs- 

which Hew iWdy to China in Ss of Jerusalem and 

Sfil*?!? 8 i l P k>l 5 BUc I W*** S supplies. Bui Israel's Foreign Minis- Continued from page 8 
wbakd by Brig.-Gen. Y«ssi Many an. J™ ^ Walter Eytan replied ... _ relJJ ^ ^ly as 1981. 

w'» r,he £ <!f A n f eMiniS ^ t r^fngSS'slStandta. 

, Indians, lira Chinese wanted “ ^ 2 0, 1950. China approached Is- ™ dj 1 10 Hcrah was l0 obtain nuclear 

W__to remain secret, but it was * {v rcolv on whether it in- for Israel's own use against 


The Samson Option 


jjd the leak and both sides agreed to 
J? w itay. This coordinated denial 
J5J*i»Chinese u> host, the following 
t high-level PLQ delegation 


launched the gigantic mjh^ ^w^ ^cantotabuy ami-aircraft missiles, a 

that saved Israel from lgnomimoiU^^^ 

out of fear that if die US dW me Israeli visit, the delegation 

do with a meeting with the 


to his extensive research, Hersh is able to 
document that Israel's internal opposition 
• to going nuclear wqs soundly based both 
; on economic and on ideologic] grounds. 


that saved Israel from ignommiQus "j 
out of fear that if the US did 
its rescue, Israel would use its 
weapons against Arab cities. « 
will neither surprise nor offend. 
thor, however, to suggest lha 
singer watchers may believe thalj 
reiary was motivated by«Jg 
personal sentiments as he labored 1 ^ 
ard Nixon's name, but apparently 
the president's full knowledge. 
iae« setback into a military VK Tv^ m ^ 
One of Seymour Hersh s most o^, 
charges is that Israel's Igst-tarawjiCT 
can spy, Jonathan Jay Pollard,™ 

Continued on I# 
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Israeli Defense Minister 
JJJArawcttrfd meet with the Chinese 
peaiihijjuue phase before 


■TWWties. - ‘ 

to* 1 ** hora their 1980 

■sSS?»».0ib Otoe** that the 
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Korean War erupted, which upset the ap- 
plecaru it transpired that Ben-Gunon was 
ready to send an Israeli battalion to fight 

U 1S*rX; Ihe Chinese renewed 
ihcir effort* to break ihc d'ptomaiB bojj-1 

coo againsuhem; iheir envoy in RmBM" 
spokeaboui this with then toaelt amto 
2dor Davkl Hacohen. ond * ,lh . Isr ?® j 
dipfomais in oihcr 

sawssass 

SSchUte. Haeohen BgjW. Eytan 


reader’s assumptions about Israeli poli¬ 
cies, and the most sophisticated readers 
speculations about Israeli motives. This 
book will be a revelation lo readers at: 
both levels, and at all points between 
them. ■■ 

2 fSup in pemlits for right decision in deciding to go nuclwr. 
ShSiJews dentate to Iswl. Hersh The Samson Option does not get into this 
S ? met Se late British publisher area, but the thoughtful reader must mevl- 

^Robert Mtowell betrayed to Mossad, tably wonder whether the ^atesi dan- 
Sintandi secret intelligence service, gers facing Israel are external or internal. 
Jfl®: vanunu the Israeli technician Nuclear weapons avail nothing against 
SffS interior ihotos of the secret nu- me Palestinian intifada, that has so w^k- 

nLrlSiatiation at Dimona and revealed wed Israel's standing in the world, deah 
dear mmumn ^ Likud a potentially 

^ remarkable series of events that ac- foml blow in the critically important arena 

JmrS nublicalion of the Hersh book, . rf American public opinion. 

Swell annfflHK*d he would sue Hersh . Thedamn-the-expenseapproach_to to- 

M Kv member of the British Parlipent development of the, bomb also,: 

whn reoeated Hersh's charges outside of storved investment in Israel's industrial 

before he could file jSxnent. The result Is an economy 
however, MaxweU died befweor far ^ weak to provide jobs for. further 
S^a’mvsterious pre-dawn fall off the j ew ish iihmigrants, without first making 
JL ..o^hi in the seas off the Ca- ; m iw»ihlv hEh fmancuti demands of the 


deck of ms yacht in the seas on tne 

? .^S® ** 0S ItffS sespioions raised by Hersh’s 

iMtofittL one reason being ft® qj, Robert may never bedis- 


impossibiy hfeiTfinancial demands of |he 
United States. ; 

Israel's obsession with security, not 


their pocket’ An act flup» 

-.* — a* 
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" nK. liaeli mouse to target the So- or ihe force lhal brings down ihe tern- 



































ourdain 


Section frangaise du Star 


C'est la rentree! 

Deuxteme semestre, c'est parti... A cette occasion ie 'Jourdain' vous propose 
un num6ro special. La touts nouveile concurrence entre les universes pub- 
iiques et privies est un des sujets majeurs de cette rentes. Pour le Dr Ahmad 
.8. Bashaireh, directeur g^n^ral au 'ministry of higher education', ces deux sec- 
teurs sont compl6mentaires(P 10). Dr Suleiman Arabiyat, vice-pr6sident de 
J'univmlti de Jordan ie deman de un 'control e permanent' de ces institutions^ 
11). Pendant ce temps, le priv6 prend de I'ampleur. Visits guid6e de I'univarsfti 
Phiiadelphia(P 11). Autre question: le dOveloppement du frangais dans un pays 
arabe et anglophone{P 10). Un dossier rOalisO par Suleiman Sweiss, Michel Ar- 
mand, et Francis Mazoyer 

Le , . JWfi 

Frangais, 





"BONJOUR... PAPA... mam an". 
Tout commence dfis !c plus 
jcune fige. L'&ole frangaise 
d'Amman vient d’ouvrir uno 
clause pour moulards de deux 
ans. "Cela fonctionne commts 
uno creche, afflrme le directeur, 
Bernard Mahoux, l'avantage, 
c’est qu’au bout d'up an l'enfant 
parle d6jft frangais". Le vocabu- 
laire est limits. Mata les pre¬ 
miers liens avec la langue sont 
ddjft nouds. Cette experience est 
une nouveile corde ft l'arc de 
l'lcole frangaise, dlift sur la vole 
du succfes. Malgrd la parenthfcso 
de la guerre du Gplfe; les in¬ 
scriptions suivent une courbe as- 
cendante: 115 llftves en 1987,' 
160 pour 1992. Autre chiffre in- 
ter&sant, seulement 40% des en-: 
ferils appartiennent ft la commti- 
nautft frangaise. Les attics, 
•levendiquent 17 nationality dif-. 
fdreriics. Le frangais est une 
Jarigue international?. Et ce pour 
.trots raisons,..afflrme Bernard 
Mahoux: "Ceux . qui voyagent 
choisissent Jes icbfes ■ frangaises 
pu ftihlricaines, car cci-sont les' 

. rdseauxles plus rdpandusdarts le: 
monde. Ensuite, la pedagogic 
frangaise est plus humanists, ellg 
demande plus de connaissances. 
EnOn^ il, ; faut ; bieri; le, dire, cer¬ 
tains gnvdent: fcurti enfaiits ft 
: recoie frangaise par snobisme; 
tout simplerneiitparceque ga fait 
•■chic"- 

t ■ - ■ ■ • ■ ■ 

Business en Frangais : 

CSrahJ Martinez,dirgeteur des' 
corns aupenire ijulturgl Frfingals 
se frolie les mainy. Cliiffty ft 
1'appui. Le (CT entame' son 
deuxiftme trimestre : Florissant 


. 1 


Premiers pas d Ncolefranqalse 

conS&mifc 660 inscriptions pour 
le prdeddent; 650 pour les trois 
mois.fi venir. [1 faut foujUer dans 
les statistiques du ddbut 89 pour 
trouver ft nouveau de tels resul- 
tftls.'Pourquoi cet engouemeni? 
Rlponse de Girard Martinez: 
"Lrimportani, c'est que nous 
avons de plus en plus de cadres 
et de professions liberates, notre 
public se "masculinise"(57%), 
avant il 4tait d'avantage compose 
de femmes oisives". 

Ii ajoute: "Le Frangais est dlsor- 
mais condiddri comme une 
langue utiliiaire, comme un plus 
dans un C.y. Cest une langue 
dont on se sert dans Ie business. 
Beaucoup de ijo? Ibidiants ont 
employes dans des hfiiels du 
dans des entreprises. De plus, 
certains dipldmes que nous pro- 
posons soqt reconnus sur le plan 
international, v Cest important 

g )ur ccux qui veulonl Imigrer,.," 
ans les ujniversitls ; jbrda- 
niennes, le frangais est dgale- 
oieptsur la pehteasc^idahte. Aii 
,Yaitnouk, ft Irbid, environ 500 
dtudiants sont, inherits dans les 
difflremes filifcrts. 325 en "mil-. : 
JeureY30en "iqineure", et envi¬ 
ron 150 choisissent le; Frangais ' 
en: "yaleur opdonnelle".. "60 % r 
.. choisissent de s'ihsarire en-. 
frangais. L'eKpiicfidon est sijn- 
pie, afflrme Hussein Rehaln, dh 
rectepr du ddpartemebt- des 
> langqes modemes, tinyiaplus 


de dlbouchls en anglais, cette 
langue reprfisenie dong tin atoul 
suppldmentaire". Rlsultat: 
cheque annle, au Yarmouk, une 
ceniaino d'ltudiants suppldmen- 
taires choisissent le Frangais. 

A l'universitl de Jordmiie, les 
classes de frangais regroupeni un 
peu moins de 40p elftves. Sec¬ 
tion la plus prestigieuse: la ma- 
jeure inaugurle lots de la der- 
nifire rentrfie d'oetobre. Au 
deuxifime semestre, cette section 
va compter 11 Itudiants. "On 
choisit vraiment les meilleurs, 
cela vaut mieux que de saciifier 
le niveau" explique Ahmad 
Wadi, professeur de frangais. 
Les heureux Hus partem eh stage 
d'ltd en FranccC’linguistiquc" ou 
"connaissance du pays"); "Peut- 
. fttre un Jour pourrohs nous orga¬ 
niser des ^changes avec 
VhexMone" q) 0 ute-i-fi. Seul re¬ 
gret du prof; "Le francais oro- 


rhexagone n qjoule-t 
gret du prof; "Le l 


* ncxMone” ajouic-i-u. seul re¬ 
gret du prof; "Le francais pro¬ 
gress© ft l'univereitl, maisilcon- 
tjHt . des difflmdtls eft: ambrtt 
dahs-les dcoles pubUques, nous 
avons; beaucoqp d'dtudiants qd 
viennent du pdvl^i Rdpbnse of* 
ridelle de ChHhadch Suleiman, 
respoftsable du frangais au min- 
Istfird de I'lducanon;. “Nous 
.aveuw. un :;pcojet ; cotolant 
renseigftenieht> du i Frangais ft 
taiUrde 1A repdtme.‘B seredl- 

• ' Mk^l Arntand 




Leprive... 

Philadelphia, fac a i'am6ricaine 

tollinents, un enseignomnni oi uno Ociuipo modornes. Quand le priv6 tente d obtenlr sa part du g teau 


bJSLPHIA, VERlTABl.li 
haul pcrchi, cn i'acc 
jjowagne pAjloun. cn en 
r* Pfwdrc dc la hiuiiwir. 
wversiid privlc est un 
Jwdanie ct iwui- 
* 1 * xxu io. monde aralw, 
pPpons une Iducauun de 
IW ft desiiudiants ul- 
®Ke son prdsident, 
Touq. Lc nits* 
gttqnai-publicnairc. Ob- 
EfS? ™ Impulsion ft 
|wji iaissanic f qui a vu 
r fc 7o«qWc |99i. . 

L n’oht pas as- 
IL^ te pouf- torn k 
gbiiants du Gtilfc 
iwconuent des 
faim Inscrire 

l^fwjkprivd. ffdte- 

parfaitemem upuv 6 

KSv ml* corwiste ft 

llljjjttiwces 4n sysifime 


uUirnic Mn> 
liammnl, HiUir 

Inisiiic^iiiun. 

An prL'inii*r sc- 
mo sue, <80 ] 

cunduluts sc 
smil juiscnuS 
ft l'cmrdc dc 
l'univcfMUV 
250 nm cui n*J- 
lectionnls. 

"lx:s dUitlijn*.?i 
duisciii iii 
k mw.tu 

par li* c*iji-.nl. 
injis on plu>. 
nou> fcm fm- 

suns r.u-.ii { _ 

*hiUulelphw:pulUerlescarencesdasyslimelradUlonnel 

«n,r: . pharmacic, 2.W m 

. university esl plus.chtreque - - - 
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nous summe* . . pharmacic, z.*w J 

la scule university dc unit k university est plus chfire q 
monde arabe ft applique* cc n-miportc quelle autre afT 
systime- txfnrmc MuhyicddM« M(wn3i diudjanlc. EHe ajome. 
Sh. Touq. Pftvsjgc du 1 autre cotl ... n - a j pas eu le chow, je vop 


^KOutowManc,, 

fflt et mocassin*, 
L” peupei du sexe 

flat 3. *i ' . . 

^Jptmlfpnneen 

JuSsiaaew, 

g Hodiant ea 
de plus, les 




Sh. Touq. Pavugc du tom cote 
de U ham & re: Us esaminaicurs 
nuus dcmandcnt poufqwri nous 
voutoctt feulfcf dai» I’univcfbUc, 
noire opiimm A son igaro. 
quelle* wnt les dtode* que 
nous voukKU Auivrc, sanv 
oublier des uuciliofts A 
phis pKamnerles..." . 

L'eujdiant vend la ■% 
mficbe: "On 

tfab£rc»c ausst ft no- w | 

tre MaftioB fiRsnohe - 
tuhdphia est une imiversi- >- 
Id privfte. Done chfcre. A 
Une mU aunpfcte 
en '■ sciences codie Br 
2.300 Jordan Dii 
U) mtof pfrwde rt 


id est plus che que s tjers des sieves), et le 
ic qu'clle autre affirme K "Management, Art and 

filudiantc. EHe ajoute. [° aff ^u n tiersfellfeves).Nom- 
"Je n’ai pas eu le chow, je v mj‘ bre de ^rs sont en anglais. 
| a is suivre des liudcs pour dc- „ Nous sommeS plus pratiques 
venir inglnieur en mformauque, !es aulre5i n os dui^ants ser 
IS? ,1 n'y cn avail W .6 ? om 8 fl rs de uouver un tiavail. 
1'univcrsluS dc. Jordanie. Philadelphia regarde vert 
Puis, juste apres i- avcn i r . ses dingeanis, dont Lei- 
mon inscription, i a sharaf, membra du parlernenL, 
ils ont crle une les contacts avec les 

section..." Pas de ^hassades jordaniennes . ^a 
chance. I'ltranger. 11s travaillent sur qne 

L-^Wcrsiid comporte Avec le nombre 

tout de mCme bon nombre d - 6lud ianis, le b^getfUnmilhon 

ifnuanMBtS pOltf nuBtnJ CCDl Illilb 

rluidianl Le principal: a cuf premier rtois) devrait ra- 
IinerXue d’ltudes trfcs pidement augmenier. Ainsi que 
IJIjySf pour simplifier, ^ ren ommle de 1 university ■ { 

Philadelphia ^ . Francis Mazoyer 

cn deux dlpariements ; . 


A LA fin dc 1'annde 92. I 
l'universitd dc Jordanie ffiie- 1 
ra son ticniitmc anniver- I 1 
sairc. Le temps dc dresser I l 
lc bilan. 9 

D'abord, 1‘accfis ft I 
runiversiuS devient dc plus I 
cn plus difficile. Les cn- I 
fanis des classes populates I I 
icstent sou vent sur la I | 

touche. Tout est dvidcin- I 
mctu plus aisd pour la I 
''bourgeoisie". I • 

Ces dispart ids sont cssen- I 
ucllcmcni dues aux larifs I 
exorbitant. Les diudcs I 1 
d'histoirc ou dc mddccinc I I 
en Jordanie cotiiem aussi I 
chcr qu'en France. I 

Les exigences acadd- I 
miques nc sont pas respec- I 
tdcs lorsqu'il s'agil de trouv- I 
er des places pour les I 
"pistonnds". Quant aux uni- I 
versitds privdes, loutes rd- I . 
ccntcs, ccrtes elles acccp- I 
tent des diudiants aux I 
moyennes laissant ft ddsirer. I 
Mais les frais d'inscription I 
ddpassent la limitc du rai- 1 
sonnablc. 1 

Ensuite, I'dducatioh a peu I 
de liens avec les besoins de I 
la socidtd jordanienne, en I 
particulier avec le ddvc- 1 
loppemcnL Pour constnnre I 
le complexe de la "Housing 1 
I Bank", nous n’avons pas I 
I fait appel ft des ingdnieurs I 
I jordaniens ou ft une com- I 
I pagnie locale. Mais ft des I 
I Cordens! Pour dtudicr le ] 

I probleme dc ia pollution I 
I des eaux dans la vallde du I 

I Jourdain, on fail appel ft des I 

I experts britannlques. A I 
I quoj bon multiplier les ex- I 
I emplcs. Ils soni connus de I 
I lous. I 

I Nos unlvcrsitds sont pro- I 
I sque des copies conformes I 
I dc 1'excmplc amdricain. La I 
I preuve; ccrtaincs matiftres, 1 
I comme la mddecinc ou les 1 
I sciences sont cnscigndcs cn I 
I anglais. C'esl faire fi dc la I 
I loi, qui oblige les universi- I 
I ids ft "ambiser" louies les I 
I matifcres. Brcf, nous avons I 
I besoin d'un enseigncmeni I 
I national. EL qui n'imite pas. I 
I Mais attcntionl Eire nation- I 
I ad nc signifie pas due ren- I 
I fermd sur soi-mfime. I 

I . Nous consommons le sa- I 
I voir, mais nous ne le pro- I 
I duisons pas. Disons Ie car- I 

I rdment nous avons ufts peu I 

| de savants. De plus, le hen I 
I enure l'enseignement et ses I 
I applications concrdtes sur I 
I ie terrain est faiblc. Peut- I 
I due parce qu'on ne 
I s'intdresse pas suffisam- 
I mem au ddveloppement de 
I ia personnalild des dtudi- 
ants. Ces demiers apjren- 
nerit ft apprendre par cocur. 
Mais pas ft rdfldchir d'urie 
facon sdrieuse et inddpen- 
dante. Rdsultati les- dta- 
blissemenis . de 

l'enseignement supeneur 
sont des "usmes ft fabn- 
quer des chfimeursl 
Le niveau a beaucoup 
baissl ces dernibres annees. 
Les universities et leurs sou- 
cis corrimerciaux onlcqntri- 
bud ft aggraver la situation. 

D'urgence nous avons be¬ 
soin dW revision globaje 
du systfeme universilaire. ■ 
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■•'l aspects oi uui -* 

in lhc Gulf Wur * hc is e uill y 

?... 1„^nrM ihf mnacaucnccs or rcfusinc to bo 


not from King Hussein, much less anyone else 



• The Executive Secretary of 
the Economic and Social Com¬ 
mission for Western Asia (ESC- 
WA) Dr Tayscer Abdul Jaber 
travelled to the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman last Sunday 
on a trip to enhance cooperation 
between ESCWA and its coun¬ 
try-members. His first stop was 
in Abu Dhabi where he attended 
a three-day seminar, on Monday 
27 January, entitled "Inter-Arab 
and Foreign Trade Policies" or¬ 
ganized by the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMfy. 

Dr Abdul Jaber is expected to 
make another visit to Oman on L 
April in response to an official 
* invitation extended by the gov¬ 
ernment. During his visit, Dr 
Abdul Jaber will discuss cooper¬ 
ation between Oman and ESC- 
. WA regarding a development 
program to be carried out in 
Oman. 

• A two-day seminar was held 
last Saturday at the Jordan Inter¬ 
Continental Hotel by the Higher 
Council for Science and Tech¬ 
nology (HOST) In cooperation 
with the METITO group of com¬ 
panies. The topic of the seminar 
was "BrackistySeawater Desali¬ 
nation and Recycling of Used 
Water", at which the opening 
speeches were delivered by Min¬ 
ister of Water and Irrigation Mr 
Samir Kawar, Secretary Gener¬ 
al of HCST Dr Abdullah Tou- 
kan and Chairman of the METI 


• A grand celebration was held at the Marriott Hotel in Amman last 
Sunday marking ten years of success. Over 1,500 people attended the 
celebration. They represented companies, diplomatic missions and 
clients. 

A huge cake.in the shape of the Marriott building was prepared es- 
.pecLallyfor the event and drinks and food were served in the ball¬ 
room. The management, represented by hotel njanager Mr Francis 
Keenan and the vice-president of Marriott hotels in the Middle East 
Mr Bosschart, expressed their happiness over the event and hoped 
for more success in the future. 


TO group Mr Farouq Ghan¬ 
dout. 

Five papers were discussed 
during the seminar, three of 
which were given on Saturday, 
including "Reverse Osmosis, 
Theory and Cost", presented by 
Mr Abdul Kareem Small!, 
"Speciality Chemicals" by Mr 
Eugene Aram, and "Application 
of Reverse Osmosis Technology 
for Water Reclamation" by Mr 
George Hayek. 


SPECIAL DISCOUNT 

15 % 
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The other two lectures, given 
on Sunday, included "Saving 40 
per cent of Domestic Water Con¬ 
sumption" by Dr Maan Dibouni 
and "Chlorination Technology 
for Supplies of Safe Water" by 
Mr Peter Koster. 

• The Orthodox Club and Edu¬ 
cational Society in Amman will 
receive the Eastern Mennonite 
College study-tour group, arriv¬ 
ing in Amman on Friday 31 Jan¬ 
uary, They wilt stay for three 
days, during which they will at¬ 
tend seminars and lectures, meet 
with church leaders and visit ar¬ 
chaeological sites such as Petra 
and Jerash. 

The group will comprise 33 
people: 15 women and 16 men. 
The sponsors are Mr Calvin, 
who is a professor of theology, 
and Marie Shenk. During their 
visit, the group hopes to leant 
about the activities of the Educa¬ 
tional Society in general and the 
activities undertaken during the 
Gulf War. 8 

The Eastern Mennonite Col¬ 
lege is located in Harrisonburg, 
VA, USA It 4 one of several 
; Mennonite colleges In the Unit-.' 
ed States who believe that gain¬ 
ing some practical international 
experience is an important part 
of the formal educational pro¬ 
cess so as to gain a better under¬ 
standing of people and places. 

. Il.i* from this belief that this 
study-jour originates, and virtu- 
•; Wdl students study-travel pul¬ 
i' «de the United Stales as part of 
[heir undergraduate education. 
During their month-long stlidy- 
■ tojjr, the group visited Egypt and . 
will visit Jordan and the West 
; Bank.;- • -..*■* 

• Last month, the British: Coun- 
•i cil displaced Hie entries for their : 

1 Anateur Photography Competi¬ 
tion in a prize-giving exhibition. / 
The Winners!; were JacoeHn# 




. % 

The more, the merrm 

■ _ I 

AN ECCENTRIC hereditary phenomenon has marked flw ft 
eratlons of a village in the southwestern part of India—resida 
have six fingers in each hand. , 

One story, which sounds more like a Greek myth, put form 
by village people to explain this strange occurrence Is rencsEi 
by the natives of Gujrat, a village in India, while others offer 
different interpretation. 

According to them, the phenomenon began five generations it 
when an Indian couple were unable to bear children. The cod 
seeking help, invoke Shamunda Mataji, the god of fertility, i 
answered their prayers and gave them a six-fingered child, T 
couple, thrilled to have been given a child, despite lls 11 Hngft 
proceeded to enlarge their family until the whole village was pfl 
ulated by 12-flngered people. ■ 


ihe~inference you and Mr Cluilobi attempt to make 
he urogram with regard to King Hussein's involvement. 
Iff tfe program in which you raise your attempts to in- 
'Hussein as you stated, about his "relationship to Sad- 
mrit* is extremely misleading. His response only reflects 
|E£« as 10 the purpose of the interview, and not, as you 
Ejjbur audience to believe, in response to, nor in avoidance 
EfUihl's charges. 

issue or question is one thing, but to present them as the 
KLi a reasonable doubt, and without solid proof, is quite dif- 
afowen In a court of law would your arguments hold up. 
Bis lie arms manufacturer, the middlemen, and the busincss- 
.taasMoriMr Chalabi's allegations and your evidence 7 Arc 
MtSsatton blind faith and without question? 

IjBcess, if you are seeking motivations, why not go one step 
fatti investigate Mr Chalabi's true motivation behind hisaccu- 
taMwhy not investigate die investigator, Mr Kroll who you 
to establish Mr Chalubi’s credibility, but. who is also 
by the Kuwaiti government. Investigate their motivations, 
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y in Amman will Bti m . 
istem Mennonite 

onFriday3 Uan * Tho American Cullurnl Center 

” Slav for 'three FT!?* 8 lho nl "> " F »"- 

«“la" at 7 pm. a Wall Disney 

■: A special matinee showing for 

vill comprise- 33 children will be at 3 pm, in addi- 
len and 16 men. lion to the regular showing, 
are Mr Calvin, 

ssor of theology, ■ The British Council presents 
ink. During their the film H A taste of honey” on 
3 hopes to team Saturday night and Sunday 

ties of the Educa- morning 2 and 3 February, re- 

n general and the. spec lively, at 7 pm. 
taken during the The film is about Jo, who feels 
needed, cared for and loved for 
Mennonite Col- * the first time in her life, 
in Harrisonburg, 

f one of several • The French Cultural Center 
eges in the Unit-" P rcscnt5 tonight the Aim "Une 
believe that gain- aFJaire de femme" at 8 pm. The 
leal international fl ^ n l 8 aboqt an angry mother 
n important part • W P° { ^ efies society and commits 
educational pro- ta ° 008, 
in a better under- ' 1 : 

pie and places, Vandervelde for the pictures for 
s belief that this [Peoplecategory, Haitham Jwel- 
Inates, and virtu- pat for the Best in Competition, 
study-travel put-. Rtria Khourl and Osama Al 
Stales as part of Natour for Glimpses of Jordan 
ilfaate education.; .and finally Rand Hanoun and 
Onth-Iong study- Lllyan Khalaf for the Under 16 
visited Egypt and . category, 
m and the West - ! 

'■ f y Minister of Youth Dr Saleh 
. . [ Irsheldat opened last Monday 
the British, Coun- titeajtexhibitionof artist Mar- 

s entries for their}! wan Al Allan at the Baladna Art 
graphy Comped-. :Gallery. On. display were U8 
iVuig exhibition. .paintings. depicting .issues of hu- 

were JacqeUiie, ^mpnity in geiierafand those of 


Lectures j 

■ The British Council 'will tg 
hosting Mr Anwar Akroushjj 
rector of the library at Yarrow 
University and the presides 
.lho Joidan Libraries AssofiiwJ 
who will lecture in Arab*® 
"Jordan Libraries Assoclaw 
on 5 February at 6 pm. 

Exhibitions 

■ At Alia Art Gallery, ^ 
of Youth Dr Saleh IrsheJfctw 
open the art exhibition ofJPjifl 
qi artist Mahmoud Al^wM 
night at 5:30 pm. The exMo^l 
will run until 8 February. ... • J 

Sight-seeing ... j J 

■ Friends of Archaeology J 
morrow Friday - will ccndiw 
lour to the Roman Nynw 
(downtown), Odeon 
Roman theatre) and iMg 
logical Museum and the m 
al Heritage Museum at OpP J 
versily ofjordan. 

Departure will be 
Amra Hotel parking 
in private cars. •;£Vj 

women’s cquality in^pa^ 1 ^ 
Al Allan used different^ 
in his paintings to 
ideas including a bni8 j!' 
and! a knife. Attemhng' 

members of the s 

number of Jordanian artins 

invited guests. : 
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SMprofitnblc”m wimV appears u> he »h attempt to dis- 

iBssHusscin. . , . , 

teilvays looked to 60 Minutes lor what 1 once believed was 
eJaccuratc investigative reporting, bused on Tucls. not hearsay, 
itaenoionly done n great injustice to Jordan ami Jordan's King 
a, ha have, in the process, damaged the credibility of 60 Min- 
ilta never view another 60 Minutes piece without questioning 
taotivatioos, and will always wonder how u reputable prograrn 
ijoina growing trend in the media to sacrifice reliable, factual 
taiioainfavorof ratings und sensulionulism. * 

| Ki'lu Nushkliu, 

US citizen, 
New York, USA. 
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TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

1. Backdraft, Kurt Rus¬ 
sell, Robert De Niro 
MCA/Universa 1 Home 
Video (R-1991) 

2. Class Action, Gene 
Hackman, Mary Elizabeth 
Maslranto/iio, FoxVideo 
(R-1D91) 

3. The Silence of the 
Lambs, Jodie Foster, An¬ 
thony Hopkins, Orion 
Home Video (R-1991) 

■t. Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves, Kevin Costner, 
Warner Home Video (PG- 
13-1991) 

5 V Soap dish, Sally Field, 
Kevin Kline, Paramount 
Home Video (PG-13-1991) 

6. Fantasia, Animated, 
Disney Home Video (G- 
1940) 

7. What About Bob?, Bill 
Murray, Ricard Dreyfuss, 
Touchstone Home Video 
(PG-1991) 

8. FX2: The Deadly De¬ 
lusion, Bryan Brown, Bri¬ 
an Dennehy, Orion Home 
Video (PG-13-1991) 

9. Mortal Thoughts, 
Demi Moore, Bruce Willis, 
Columbia TriStar Home 
Video (R-1991) 

TOP POP 


^TITuTT^ 


I. Black or White, Mi¬ 
chael Jackson, Epic 

*2. All 4 Love, Color Me 
Badd, Giant 

3. When a Man Loves a 
Woman, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

4. It’s So Hard to Say 
Goodbye to Yesterday, 
An? It Men, Tommy Boy 
r>. Sot Adrift on Memory 
Bliss, I'M. Dawn, Gee 
Street 

(5. Blowing Kisses in tho 
Wind, Paula Abdul, 
Captive 

7. Can't Lot Go, Moriah 
('any. Columbia 
H. 2 Legit 2 Quit, Ham¬ 
mer, Cnnilol 

II. Finally, CeCcPcnistan, 

AftM 




Mandrill 

(MandtWus splnx) 


Home: Africa: forest oi Cameroon, Gabon 

Habits: Lives in troops of 20 to 50 animals, led 
and protected by one or more old males. Eats 
nuts, fruit, leaves, Insects and other small 
animals. Sleeps In trees. 

Claim to fame: Male (shown above) has long 
snout marked with deep, often colorful, ridges. 
Female has less pronounced rkJeges and facial 
coloration, and Is only about half as big 

SOURCE: Detroit Free Press, *Macmtitan Illustrated Animal 
Encyclopedia;* Research by NANCY ROSS-FLANIGAN 


HVIDEOVIEW 

™ By Jay Bobbin 

(Ratings for each film begin with an "asterisk" 
rating — one meaning "poor," four meaning “excel¬ 
lent" — followed by the Motion Picture Association of 
America rating, and then by a family-viewing guide, 
the key for which appears below.) . 

STARTING THIS WEEK: "THELMA AND 
LOUISE" (MGM/UA, $94.99): One of last summer's 
most-discussed films, director Ridley Scott's vivid 
“road movie” casts Susan Sarandon and Geena Davis 
as traveling companions with good reasons to leave 
their respective pasts behind... but that doesn't mean 
those pasts won’t try to follow them, resulting in a 
controversial outcome. Harvey Keitel and Brad Pitt 
also are featured. *** (R: AS, P, V) 

"DYING YOUNG " (Fox, $94.98): Julia Roberts 
reunited with "Flatlinera" director Joel Schumacher 
for this romantic, but gloomy drama about a wealthy 
and seriously ill young man (Campbell Scott) who falls 
for his new private nurse (Roberts) ... and vice versa, 
much to her emotional confusion. Scott's mother, the 
late Colleen Dewhurst, and David ("Falcon Crest ) 

S °%flTrMS 'Soak ^JOURNEY" (Orion, 
$92.98): Keanu Reeves and Alex Winter return as the 
"totally excellent dudes" whose offbeat manner of 
speech tends to provide lots of humor. That certainly 
is handy when they’re brought face-to-face with Satan 
(“Die Hard 2s" William Sadler), while lifelike robots 
take their places in the real world. Comedian George 
Carlin also shows up. *** (PG: AS, P, V) 


Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange lho dretod U» 
form the miqvtoe anaww. as oufl- 
flsstad by the above cartoon. 
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ENGLISH 

PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

9:30 — For the Sake or Chil¬ 
dren. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — “Switched at Birth": 
A drama based on the true story 
of the two Florida girls who 
somehow were switched at a 
hospital nursery and raised for a 
decade by the wrong biological 
parents. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Empty Nest: Barbara 
finds a new boyfriend and she 
introduces him to her dad. but 
unfortunately, she soon finds out 
that he is going out with another 

f irl. 

:10 — Equinox, "The winning 
streak": This program sheds light 
on the issue of now people be¬ 
come athletes, with emphasis on 
the East German's approach. 

10:00—News in English, 

10:20 — Continuation of 
Switched at Birth drama scries. 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Hey Dad: Martin's sec¬ 
retary, r Betty, never runs out of 
ideas to force her employer to 
give her a raise. 

9s 10 —■ Capital City: Leonard 
asks one of his employees to fol¬ 
low up on a client's wish to liqui¬ 
date nis Dutch gilder assets, out 
the transaction does not go 
through because of a colleague's 
fault. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10i20 — The Elites The team 
goes to the South Pacific to res¬ 
cue a threatened Island. Later, 
they work on stopping a leaking 
oil tanker and Anally they pre¬ 
vent a fight between prill owners 
and demonstrators, who want do 
preserve nature. 

‘ •• j . 

. TUESDAY 

8s30 — Evening Shade: The ■ 
coach becomes q western movie 
, star.:v • ■ ■ 

**— Colour in the Creek: 
Alec and Robbie, hypnotized by 
■ Mr Ekriiaii, snap out of it and 
; quickly leave (he magic place 
,with a strong belief In what they, 
saw and experienced.! . 

10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — G.B.H, "Only Here on 
a Message"; Michael Murray is 
popular, powerful, and corrupt 
He is the local politician who : 
knows what it's like to be hated. ■ . 

WEDNESDAV 

8:30 — Tpech: Find out who ■ 
the winner is in the elections for 
president. 


Programs on 
Jordan 
Television 
from 


February 


Switched at Birth on on Saturday at 10:20 


9:10 — Climate and Man. 
"Child of the climate 1 ’: Human 
beings are in fact children of the 
climate, and climatic change 
produces cultural changes. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Prime Suspect: Al¬ 
though the witness could not 
idenufy George Marlowe, DO 
Tennison follows her instincts. 
But she could not give hard evi¬ 
dence to prove her point, so her 
boss asks her to drop the case. 

. • THURSDAY 

8:30 — The Simpsons: The 
doctor tells Mr Simpson that he 
has only 24 hours to live because 
of food poisoning. 

9:10 — NBA basketball. 

10:00 —- News in English. 

10:20 — Movie of the week: 
"On Thin Ice' 1 : The film (ells 
the story of TaJ Babilonia and 
her partner Randy Gardner who 
joins the celebrity. 

•FRIDAY 

8:30 — Lenny: A man is killed 
in an accident and Lenny 
‘ihMss that his brother Eddie 
■ is* -the killer. Eddie is fright¬ 
ened and escapes along with his 
father. 

9:10 Derrick. A detective se¬ 
ries. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Chancer. ’’Posses- 
■sions": Robert Douglas throws a 
birthday party for his son Jamie 
who settles back at homd, and- 
Robert's son-in-law admits to his 
wife that he was having an affair 
With a girl from the village. 


PROGRAMS 


• SAMEbi : • 

6:00 — Lcs tortu6s Ninja. A 
cartoon series for children, r 
8:30 —- La famine Fontaine. [:■ 
-7;0O ~ News in'French. 

7:15 — A documentary! pro-: 

■ghim. . 


DIMANCHE 

5:30 — Les badaboks. A pup¬ 
pet show for children. 

5:45 — G£oscope. A documen¬ 
tary program. 

6:10 — L'gcole des fans. A pro¬ 
gram in which children sing the 
songs of ihoir favourite singers. 
7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Carnet de notes. A 
classical music program. 

LUNDI 

6:00 —- Le monde sous marin 
de Jacques-Yves Cousteau. A 
documentary program about life 
in the seas. 

7:00—News in French. 

7:15 — The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

MARDI 

6:00 — Bouli. A cartoon series 
for children. 

6:15 — Les tortues Ninja. A 
cartoon series for children. 

6:30 — Marc et Sophie. A se¬ 
ries about two doctors. 

7:00—News in French, 

7:15 — Varieties. A selection 
of French songs. 

MERCREDI 

6:00 — Le monde est a vqus. A 
variety program with Jacques 
Martin, 

7:00 — News In French, ' 

7:15 — Azlmdts. A documen¬ 
tary program. 

JEUDI 

6:0Q—- Llonman, A documen¬ 
tary, program. ,, . ; ' 

5:30 Maguy. A comedy se¬ 
nes aboqt a woman named Ma¬ 
guy and her husband. 

7:00 ^ News in French. 

7:15 —International circus.: ■ 

VENDREDI " 

Gtirllle/ 

7:00— News in French;. -V ; 
7:15 Fusions; A ddcumen- 
tary program onscience. ;■' : > 


JEANE DIXON’S 





ARIkS (21 March - 19 April): Nol a good week for raskh.’ 

ini ■ --!iic or business conimiimciu. Keep your o3i 

aflm. ■ privuie. Listen and learn at work. GifS 
puts you .. ..ie honour roll. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Entering into a financial am. 
ment could he like playing with firel Go slow. You need iok> 
very careful where romance is concerned. A child shares a sue. i 
cial moment with you. -! 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): You will probably sccoiimlij^ 
more if you work on deadline. Postpone a business lunch to 
complete a "top priority" project. Mate may want to go out this : 
weekend. Relax at home instead. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Take charge of a financial or 
employment matter. ,A task that sounds difficult will be a I 
brcczel Generosity puls you in favour with influential people, j 
Return phone calls promptly. 1 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Self-control is the name of the 
game, especially when dealing with your male. Learn to dele* 
gate more authority. A social uffair could lead to new business 
contacts. Good financial news is likely. 

VIRGO (23 Aug us L - 22 September): A great week for busi¬ 
ness and finance. Avoid asking too many favours of influential 
people. Bring your bank records up-to-date. You decide to visit 
old friends. Relax and enjoy yourself. ; 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 October): Progress may not come' 
easily this week. The emphasis is on not shaking the found* 
lions; do what you can without making waves. Keeping a low ; 
profile helps you observe and learn. Splurge this week! i 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): Travel enjoys highly 
favourably influences. Trust your powers of observation. Prom-. 
inent people will be impressed by your innovative thinking. 
Make inquiries. You will get fascinating answers. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): You could be: 
drawn into a web of deception if you are nol careful. Do yw5 
own research behind the scenes. A new career venture hits a [ 
snag — hold buck. Distant contacts prove fortuitous. . ] 

CAPRICORN (22 December - 19 January): Glad tidings awT 
good fortune are part of the picture] Attention to detail pays off > 
in meaningful ways. Devote more time to domestic alTaifl. 
You have access to the people who wield powcrl 



AQUARIUS (20 January -18 February): Pay more attention w| 
what people behind the scenes are telling you. Use aqy 
information you obtain judiciously. Do not neglect loved 008 
when travelling; call home on a regular basis. j 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March): Improve your technology j 
cal skills, A fax machine could save you both lime and money- 


FT T T. l,l irv F 


Remember to repay favours as soon as possible. 

THIS WEEK’S CHILDREN are a lot more complex tlujj 
they appear bn the surface. Although wildly impatient Wi 
slow movers and thinkers, they often have trouble making eli¬ 
sions. They will be happiest in business for themselves,; 
away from negative or dictatorial jjeoplc. 


The National Music \ 
Conservatory / Noor Al Nussejn ; ' 

Foundation j 

presents 

As of Sunday, February 2, 1992 
Morning and Evening Courses 


AEROBICS & CALANETICS^ 

(Trainer : Mrs. Hannan ZurayWRj 

For further inofrmadort please caH .- 
- ThoNatlonal Music Conserve lory, ■ 

J . r ; Tel. 687620 or 687621 


louNJ V 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


u,*«li requires, new- 

as»r£ 

^eS P Officials 
^Hawaii is the only ra- 
state m the na- 

♦ ** 

Hikers in Austrian 
mountains recently found 
jjje body of n man who 
Itod 4,000 years ago. 

Drinking milk actually 
irritates an ulcer, it 
doesn't help it. + 

A new federal study 
tend that more than half 

of the United States' 
lotn-agera drink alcohol. 
More than a third Baid 

they'd had more than five 

&jnks on at least one 


ACROSS 

1 Sticks In 
the mud 
6 Polite term 
ol address 
10 Canvass 

14 Dingbat 
Bunker 

15 River In 
Spain 

16 Vicinity 

17 Flashy 
hoaddress 

IB German 
dental 
10 Grassy 
areas 

20 Artificial 

22 Violent 
gust 

23 Baby's food 
shield 

20 Pipe 
27 Soars 
26 Not care — 

30 Gibed *t 
32 Obis 

34 Achesonor 
Rusk 

35 Take to 
court 

*>1891. TUbuna Media 


38 Discernment 
40 Talk to 

42 Labor 
letters 

43 Melee 
45 — a pin 
48 Feathered 
48 Large 

40 Tell 

62 Congregate 

64 Mightier 
than the 
sword 

65 Ellipses 
56 lass trust¬ 
worthy 

58 — and 
parcel 
69 Wan 
60 Pythias’ 
friend 
64 Barely 
defeat 

66 Church ex¬ 
pression 

66 Musical 
piece 

67 Crystal 
ball au¬ 
thority 

68 Tree home 

69 Stormed 

SB'vttM 


DOWN 

1 Assembled 

2 Amin 

3 Inlet 

4 To be: Fr. 

5 Pottery 
fragment 

6 Threat 

7 Gave a 
hand to 

8 Tucson's 
state: abbr. 

9 My: Fr. 

10 Coloiless 

11 Nymph, In 
Greek 

• mythology 

12 Certain 
contract 

13 Endures 

21 Source of 
light and 
heal 

22 Certain 
mineral 

23 Elemental 

24 Isfahan man 

25 Opera voice 

27 Cheer 

29 Greek 
letter 


31 Goddess: 

Lai 

33 Wading 
birds 

35 Organiza¬ 
tion 

36 Accepted 
practice 

37 German 
Industrial 
center 

39 Weight 
41 Cheer 
44 Mexican 
dish 

46 Equivocate 

47 Artistry 

49 HogllBa 

50 Slip by 

51 Ponderous 
53 Passover 

event 

66 Recognition 
57 Pro - 
69 Vessel 

61 8teln 

62 Verse 

63 Sparks or 
< Rorem 


* * * 

The rock group Duran 
Doran took its name 
tom a character in the 
1938 Jane Fonda film 
called "Barbarella." 


I Solution H|f!| 

PSTTKr^TiiifirI 

pitiinu inunrj hhuuI 
ranm fiiinn rtnnn| 
1 nFiHiirjin nsinniol 
Innri mm nnnhiun| 
tan kirmnnun I 
tanpri mt\r\ ioiirI 

■RMMriri nHHimtfiil 

IniiiR mm Eumriii 
I FinsiPinnn nririn 
pfiPifinn mtm nun 

■ lIlilJklH kinr I 
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THE FAR SIDE 


THE STAR 


By GARY LARSON 



"stumpy dldn'fknow bow he got in this - hu“.tlon, but 
wfth the whole town watching, he knew he d have to 


olav It out.. 

















































